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I N this tragic moment of our church'$
history, we arc compelled to reflecl
on some strong, inspired statements

by our prophet, Ellen White.
She has told us that as we draw near to

the end of the great controversy, the history
of the ehurch in Christ's day would be
repc.1ted in our day. We were also told that
the Omega of Apostasy would appear and
would be ofamost startling nature, and that
the very last deception would be to make of
none effeet the testimony of the Spirit of
God. See Selected Messages, book 1,48,
197-205,406.

In this last apostasy of the remnant
church, men would stand in our pulpits
with Ihe hellish torch of Satan preaching
evangelical, humanistic doctrines which
would deny the sanctuary message, the
three angels' messages, and true Sab-
bathkeeping, according 10 Isaiah 58: 13.

Many of these men have been trained
in worldly universities or institutions of
learning affiliated with fallen Protestant-
ism. They later become professors in our
schools, and thus they introduce their
humanistic ideas within our educational
system:

"Unsanctified ministers are arraying
themselves against God. They are pnlising
Christ and the god of this world in the same
breath. While professedly they receive
Christ, they embmce Barabbas, and by their
actions say, 'Not this Man, but Barabbas.'
Let all who read these lines, lake heed.
Salan has made his boast of what he can do.
He thinks to dissolve the unily which Christ
prayed might exist in His church. He says,
'[ will go forth and be a lying spirit to
deceive those that I can, to criticize, and
condemn, and falsify.' Let the sin of deceit
and false witness be entertained by a church
that has had great light, gleat evidence, and
that church will discard the message the
Lord has sent. and receive the most unrea-
sonable assertions and false suppositions
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and false theories. Satan laughs at their folly,
for he knows what truth is.

"Many will stand in our pulpits with the
torch of false prophecy in their hands,
kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. If
doubts and unbeliefare cherished, the faith-
ful ministers will be removed from the
people who think they know so much. 'If
thou hadst known,' said Christ, 'even thou,
at least in this thy day, the things which
belong unto thy peacc! but now they are hid
from thine eyes.' Luke 19:42," Testimonies
to Ministers, 409-410.

Hellenism and Humanism

Hellenism and humanism had captured
the church in Christ's day. Hellenism was
operative in all of the activities of the
Church. It infiltrated the Jewish educational
systcm and was taught in Jewish schools.
The Sadducees became the Hellenistic par-
ty within tJle church, and, to a great degree,

Hellenistic philosophy was responsible
for the crucifixion of Christ-the Second
Power in the Godhead.

Tragically. the humanistic, worldly sys-
tem of education has crept into the edUCJ-
tional system of the Adventist Church, and
today it must be held guilty for whal has
happened in the Omega of Apostasy.

Humanism plays a p.:m in the lowering of
the andards of our schools, for it under-
mines-through ul1sa.flctiticd rcasonings-tJle
plain utterances of G<xl's Word. TIms, world-
liness, alcoholism, and low moral standards
have entered into our educational system.

But "if morality and religion arc to live
in aschool, it mllst be through a k.l1owledge
or God's Word. Some may urge that if
religious Lcaching is to be made prominent
our school will become unpopular; that
those who are not of our faith will not
patronize college. Very well, then, let
them go to other colleges, where they will
find a system of education that suits their
taste. Ourschool was established, not mere-
ly to teach the sciences, but for the purpose
of giving instruction in the great principles
ofGod's Word and in the practical dUlies of
everyday life.

'This is the education so much needed
at the present time. If aworldly influence is
to bear sway in OUT school, then sell it out to
worldlings and let them lake the entire
control; and those who have invested their
means in that institution will establish an-
other school. to be conducted. not upon the
pl;m of popular schools, nor according to
the desires of principal and lcachers, but
upon the plan which God has specified."
Testimonies, voL 5, 25-26.

'''lllOugh in many respects our institu-
tions of learning have swung into worldly
confonnity, tJlough step by slep they have
advanced loward the world, tJ1CY arc prison-
ers of hope. Fate has not so woven its
meshes about their workings that they need
to remain helpless and in uncertainty, Ifthey
will listen to His voice and follow in His
ways, God will con'ect and enlighten them,
and bring them back to their upright posi-
tion ofdistinction from the world'" Testimo-
nies, vol. 6, 145.

In another place, OUT prophet says: "Our
institutions of lCt.lming may swing into
worldly conformity. Step by step they may
advance to the world; but they arc prisoners
of hope, and God will correct a.nd enlighten
them, and bring them back to their upright
position ofdistinction from the world. 1am
watching with intense interest, hoping to see
our schools thoroughly imbued with the
spiril of true and undefiled religion. When
the students are thus imbued, they will see
that there is a great work to be done in the
lines in which Christ worked, and the time
they have given to amusements will be
given up to doing earnest missionary work.
They will endeavor to do good 10 all about
them, to lifl up souls that arc bowed down
in discouragement. and to enlighten tJ10SC
who are in the darkness oferror. They \ViJ] put
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provi-
sion for the flesh 10 fulfill the lusts
FUlldamemals ofChristiall £ducmion, 290.

May Christ help His people to follow
His educational plan and not the ideas of
humanism. May God sci free these pris-
oners of hope. This is my prayer.

Ron Spear-EDtTOK
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HERE is the patience of the saints:
here arc they that keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith

of Jesus." Revelation 14:12.
Three things arc here mentioned:

First, the patience of the saints; second,
they that keep the commandments of
God; and third, the faith of Jesus. Of
these three I wish to speak this morning,
with special emphasis on the first one-
the patience of the saints.

One would naturally expect that the
wording, "Here is the patience of the
saints," has some reason for being put
that way. When you arc delayed and

4 Our Firm FOIl/ufo/io1/ [997

tried, and show a patient spirit, then it
may be said, '"Here is the patience." The
wording indicates that there has been
delay. And indeed, we know that there
has been, that there is delay. The Lord
might have corne erc this. But "though it
[the vision] tarry, wait for it; because it
will surely come." Habakkuk 2:3.

The word "patience," however, means
morc than merely to have a quiet spirit-
not to be stirred up. The real meaning of
the word "patience" here, as in other
places, is steadfastness, endurance-
patient endurance. Hence, when it says,
"'Here is the patience of the saints," it

M,L. Andreasen

really says, "Here arc they that keep on;
here arc they that do not give up; here
are they that are ready to work or to
wait, and still keep their faith."

You will note that in James 5:7-11,
where the coming of the Lord is spoken of,
five times, the quality of patience is men-
tioned: ··Be patient therefore hath long
patience.... be ye also patient. take, my
brethren, the prophets ... for an example of
suffering affliction, and of patience. ... Ye
have heard of the patience of Job."

I take it for granted that patience is
spoken of for areason, that at this time there
will be need of patience, and that this
scripture is specially applicable to this
people. We must stand before tlle world as
those who endure, who do not give up in the
face of trial, or even of suffering. This
people wi II pass through SOme serious expe-
riences. The thirteenth chapter of Revela-
tion relates what shall happen to those who
will not bow down and worship the beast or
receive his mark. They shall not be able to
buy or sell, and at last the decree wi II be
given that they shall be killed.

James 5: II says, "Ye have heard of the
patience of Job." I wish to call your atten-
tion to the book of Job. I think there are
certain lessons in that book which may be of
value to us. I believe the book of Job is
written for a specific purpose, as well as
other parts of the Bible. Romans 15:4 and
I Corinthians 10: II indicate very strongly
that the whole Bible, including the book of
Job, may have a special lesson and meaning
for the last days.

Inspiration is more than truth. In-
deed, truth is a necessary part of Inspira-
tion, but Inspiration is more than that. A
statement may be true and yet not be
inspired. Inspiration rather is truth se-
lected with a view to the application of
the principles contained therein.

Let me explain that. Take for instance
the book of Esther-a beautiful book' It is
the story of Esther, Haman, and Mordecai.
It is a beautiful story and a true story. That
story was put in the Bible for a specific
purpose. But though it is true, it was not
selected because of that only, but because
the essential points in it would be repeated.
You remember the happenings in that book.
What was it written for? According to the
texts in Romans and 1 Corinthians that I
have just referred to, whatsoever things
were written, were written for our learning
upon whom the ends of the world have
come. This includes the book of Esther. You
rcmember thc statement that there are some
who will see in this pcoplea Mordecai in the
gate? As in fonner days, will there not be a



Satan was beaten again. He had tormented
Job, causing him intense suffering; but Job

had stood the test. God's confidence in him was
not misplaced.

rescript [fonnal decree] issued that there is
a people throughout the king's provinces
that do not keep the king's laws, that have
laws oftheir own, and that it is not profitable
to the king to permit them to live?

This, then, is not merely a true story.
It happened indeed just as it is written.
Every word of it is true. But God se-
lected it because it is a type, because
something like it will again happen. Thus
with the whole Bible-"Whatsoever
things were written." Not indeed that
everything will be repeated. But it con-
tains principles applicable to this time,
happenings selected with a special refer-
ence to the experiences God's people are
to pass through.

Now tum to the book of Job. You know
the story; yet let me go over it very briefly.
The first chapter begins the story of Job,
how he was prospering. He was a good man,
perfect, upright, one that feared God and
eschewed evil. As his children feasted from
day to day, he offered sacrifices lest they
might have sinned.

tn verse six the scene is changed. The
veil is drawn aside, and we see something
happening in heaven. Satan appears, and
when he is asked where he comes from he
answers, "From going to and fro in the earth,
and from walking up and down it." Job 1:7.
Then the question is asked, '''Hast thou
considered my servant Job, that there is
none like him in the earth, a perfect and an
upright man, one that fcareth God, and
escheweth evil?" Verse 8. Satan answered
the Lord and said, "Doth Job fear God for
nought? Hast not thou made a hedge about
him, and about his house, and about all that
he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the
work of his hands, and his substance is
increased in the land. But put forth thine
hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he
will curse thee to thy face." Verse 9-11.

These verses contain a challenge to
the Lord that Job will not stand true.
God accepts the challenge: "Behold, all
that he hath is in thy power; only upon
himself put not forth thine hand. So Sa-
tan went forth from the presence of the
LORD." Verse 12. You remember the ca-
lamities that came upon Job. One thing
after another happened. Job was per-
plexed. He did not know what was going
on in heaven. He did not know of the
challenge, and that he was being put to
the test, and that the Lord was depending
upon him. Job was stripped of all that he
had, but at the end he arose and said:

"Naked came lout of my mother's
womb, and naked shall I retum thither;
the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken

away; blessed be the name of the LORa.
In all this Job sinned not, nor charged
God foolishly." Verses 21-22.

Satan was beaten. He had charged
that Job served God because it was pay-
ing him; that God had put a hedge about
him; that Satan could not get at him. But
Job stood the test.

Then comes the second meeting in
heaven, and Satan, unabashed, again ap-
pears. He had been beaten once, but he is
not discouraged. God asks him again if he
has noticed Job. Satan answers, "Skin for
skin, yea, all that a man hath will a man give
for his life. But put forth thine hand now,
and touch his bone and his tlesh, and he will
curse thee to thy face." Job 2:4-5. God
again accepts the challenge. And so Satan
goes forth and does all he is pennitted to do.
He goes the limit. He may not kill Job, but
he causes him to suffer intensely. He is laid
on the ash heap scraping himself, the matter
oozing from all his sores. His wife counsels
him to curse God and die. Job answers her:

"Thou speakest as one of the foolish
women speaketh. What? shall we receive
good at the hand of God, and shall we
not receive evil? In all this did not Job
sin with his lips." Verse 10.

Satan was beaten again. He had tor-
mented Job, causing him intense suffer-
ing; but Job had stood the test. God's
confidence in him was not misplaced.

Then came the three friends, and poor
Job had a hard time of it. I am not here
to defend Job this morning. He needs no
defense. He was greatly perplexed at
times. He had not seen that scene in
heaven; he did not know the challenge
that had gone forth. God was depending
upon him. Job was perplexed. He could
not understand why this thing had come.

W. A. SPICER: He did not under-
stand how important it was in God's plan
that he should stand the test.

M. L. ANDREASEN: No, he did not.
He was perplexed, terribly perplexed. I
do not wonder at it. He had searched his
soul, and he did not know of any specific

wrong he had done. He went through the
same experience that everyone has gone
through, or will go through, before the
end. Have you sometimes stood at the
bed of sickness or gone through some
severe trial, and asked, Why? Why?

The problem of suffering, of sick-
ness, is indeed an important one. All

sickness is not the result of sin. Of the
man mentioned in John 9 it is asked,
"Who did sin, this man, or his parents,
that he was born blind?" John 9:2. And
the answer, "Neither hath this man sinned,
nor his parents: but that the works of
God should be made manifest in him."
Verse 3.

There is, indeed, suffering that is a
result of sin. You transgress, and suffer-
ing results. That is one kind of suffering
which we arc generally quite well ac-
quainted with. But there is another kind,
mentioned in the fourth verse of the
eleventh chapter of John:

"When Jesus heard that, he said, This
sickness is not unto death, but for the
glory of God, that the Son of God might
be glorified thereby." John II :4.

Reading again, "Neither hath this
man sinned, nor his parents: but that
the works of God should be manifest
in him."

Here was a man blind, not because of
any specific sin of his own or of his
parents, but that the works of God might
be made manifest in him, as also in the
case of Lazarus. This blindness was for
the glory of God.

As I think of this, I suppose that
there are those today who are sick who
are suffering that the glory of God might
be shown. Think of it just a moment. Is it
possible that there are those today who
are blind, that the works of God might
be made manifest in them? those who
are sick, that God may heal them, and
that God is just waiting for someone to
claim the power of God to rebuke that
disease? What a wonderful responsibil-
ity that puts on us!

August 1997 Ollr Firm FOllllc/o/ion 5



I t may be that suffering may come to us, notbecause of any sin, but as part of our
education, that we may be able to help someone
else that is in need.

There is a third kind of suffering and
sicknc:ss to whi(;h I also wish to call your
attemion, Il1cmiolll:d in 2 Corinthians 1:3-..+.
I might cnll that vicurious suffering:

·'Blessed be God, even the Father ofour
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies,
and the God of all comfort; who comforteth
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able
to comfort them which are in any trouble, by

the comrOJ1 wherewith we ourselves are
comforted or God,'" Vcrses 3-4,

Notice that God comforts us in our
tribuhllioll, that we may be ablt.; to (;om-
fOri them that urc in any trouble.

··For as thL: sufferings of Christ
abound ill us, so our consolatioll also
aboLilldeth by Christ. And whctht.;r we be
afflicted, it is for your consolation and
saIV'llion." Verses 5-6.

I have known people to go through sad
l:xperiences and exclaim: '·Why, 0 Lord,
docs this come? Whcrein have I sinned?
What have I donc"!'" And they search their
souls and can find 110 re<:tson for it. They are
perplcxed. May it nOI be, as with Paul here,
thalthere is a purpose even in suffering. and
that it may be that God is causing you to
pass through Ihat perplexity that you may be
able to help and to comfon those who arc in
any trouble? After all, it is only as we pass
through ceJ1ain experiences that our words
of comfon or reproof have any weight.

I well remcmber a young man who
made an the best, I think, I
had ever he<.lrd. Hl: began on such <.l
high plane, the periods were so well
rounded, almost perfect, that I said. he
can nevcr keep that up. But he did. A
wonderful speech! That same man went
down to see the Chautauquu people, to
sce if he could get on the Chauwuqua
circuit. They heard his speech, ,md
then they said, nVl:ry good indeed. Now
come bilck in about finccn or twenty
years, ,md perhaps we call use you."
Oh, he had to go through SOl11e experi-
cnCl":S first, before his words, beauliful
as they were, would have thc effect
that they should have. No singer can
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sing, no musician can play to touch the
dccpe:st emotions, ulltil his own heart
has tiJsted the waters of Marah. It was
only after Hosea had gone through cer-
tain heartbreaking that he
could give the message he gave later
on when he became the John of the
Old Testament. It was only after Ezekiel
had sustaincd the loss of his wifc that

he bec;'llne a greater power for God.
See Ezekid 2-1,

Paul also knew that only as he passed
through cCJ1ain expericnces would he ever
be abk to minister as he might after having
gone through those experiences. And so
with all God's minislers. Suffering and
soulwinning clTicicllcy Illust go together.

The young men C<ln do n certain
work, let 111em be encouraged; the
Lord the young; but don't think
that becausc you have a few gray hairs
your days of usefulness arc past! There
is a work you Can do lhal no one else
call do, and the Lord will you in
doing it.

Think of Ihis. you mbsionaries in
far-off lands, Christ became the Prince
of comforlers because He was the
Prince of sufferers. It is only as you go
through experiences of trial that you
will be able to minister. That gives a
meaning to life's hard experiences. It
may be that suffering may come to us,
not because of any sin. but as part of
our edllc,ltion, that we may be able to
help someone ebe tlKII is in need: for
after you have gone through a similar
one, lhere is a bond of sympathy estab-
lished that will enable yOll to minister
much more effectively.

Again, I come to Job·s cxperience.
He did not understand why this calamity
had come, and he was terribly perplexed
concerning it. He did not understand that
he being tested, that there was a
challenge issued, and that the Lord was
depending upon him. The time will comc
when we shall pass through a similar
experience.

Speaking of the man in John 9-the
man born blind, Sister White says:

"Small, the author of sin and al1 its
had led men to look upon disease

and dC,lth as procceding from God-<ls
arbitrarily innicted on ac-

count of sin. Hence one lIpon whom
some greHt affliction or calamity had
fallen had the additional burden of being
regardc:d as a great sinner. . The
history of Job had shown that suffering
is inflicted by S"t"n, and is oVl:rrulcd by
God for purposes of mercy'" The Desire
ojAges, -171.

I well remcmber the experience I had
whcn my Iittlc girl fell into the fire and
W3S burned from the lOp of her hcad lO
her heels. Thcy broughl her home, and
month after month she lay lhere in agony.
ThaI was in New York City, and in the
midst of this experience J got a letter
from a good sister saying that if I would
repent of my sins, such things would not
happcn. Well. I had done some repenting
there:, but that letter did not help mc, <lnd
yet it was written with good intcntioll::). I
am speaking this for some of tbese dear
souls who <lfe worried and perplexed,
and who do not understand that God is
putting thelll lhrough tri<.1ls for the
pose or servicl":.

You rcmember how Satan was givcn
pl'l"Il1issioll to try Job to the utmost; so
Satan will be permitted to lry the saints
when probation shall cease. In effect the
same thing will lake place that took place
in lhe case of Job. God has been with
His people; has becn a Shield to thcm.
Angels hnve protected them. Thcrl: has
been a mighty movemcnt. Thousands
hi.! vc been convened. Pentccost has been
rcpc;'l1ed. ow comes the challcngl:. Sa-
tan is given permission to try God's
people to the utmost. They will suffcr
weariness. del<Jy. and hunger. They cry
10 God day and night. It is the time of
Jacob's trouble. Thcy sl":arch their souls
to sec if any sin is left. But they find
none. They repelllcd of their sins. There
is nothing against thcm. But trial that
comes, brings pcrp!l":xity. keenest anxi-
ety, tcrror, ;'lIld distress. The people go
through somewhat the same experience
that Job went through. His experience is
written that we may know that there is
:;ul11cthing going on in heaven, that there
is a challenge, that there is a tesl, and
that God is depending lipan liS to do
right.

'Thl: Illost vivid prcscntation cannOI
reach the magnitude 01" the ordeal. In that
time of trial, every soul must stand for



D o they keep the commandments to be
saved? No, not at all. They keep them

because they love. Love is the mainspring; love
is the center of their experience.

himself before God."-The Creal COIl-
troversy,622.

He (Christ) kepI His Father's com-
mandments, and there was no sin in Him
thai Satan could to his advantage.
This is the condition in which those must
be found who shall stand in the time of
trouble.

"The people of God wi II not be free
frolll suffering; but while persecuted and
distressed, while they endure privation
and suffer for want of food they will not
be left 10 perish." Ibid., 629.

ht,;avcl1s glow with the dawning
of e1ernal day, and like the melody of
angel songs the words fall upon the car:
'Sland fast to your allegiance. Help is
coming.' ., Ibid., 632-633.

When the people of God pass through
that experience, the angels of God arc
anxious to come to their help: but the
cOIllmanding angel says," ot yet. They
must drink of the cup'-'
The way to glory leads through

GClhscrnanc. it is only as we pass through
valky of and afniction that we

shall be abk to pcrft:cl character.
Of Christ it is spoken in Hebrews

2:10:
"It became him, for whol11 arc all

things, and by whom arc all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make
the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings."

Again, in the fifth c1l<lpter••md the
eighth and nimh verses:

"l1lOugh he were a Son, yet le3f11cd
he obedience by the things which he
suffered; and being made perfect. hc be-
came the author of ctemall:lalvation unto
all them that him:'

As He was made perfect through suf-
fering, so we may have to follow in His
rootsteps.

(f we cannot now walk with the foot-
men, how then shall we be ablc to flm
with horses? And if we now cannot stand
the smalllrials that come to LIS, what will
we do in the swelling Jordan? God will
C,Hise His people to pass through experi-
ences that will be perplexing, that will
cause them anxiety; and yet they may
know that that is the preparation for a
larger ministry, and for the perfeclion of
character. May Ihe Lord help us to ac-
cept cheerfully whatever He may send.

"Here arc they that keep the com-
mandments:" Revelation 14: 12. That
means all the commandments-the first,
the second, the third. the fourth. and on
to the (enth. They keep all the command-
ments. They have no 01 her gods; 0 that

that might be said of this people! No
other gods. What are other gods. or
strange gods? You well know. It is any-
thing that stands between you and God.
These have no other gods. They keep the
commandments. There is not a thing be-
tween them and their God. They are
wholly dedicated to Him.

They reverence the name of the Lord.
They have in them that most precious
heritage and virtue-reverence, which has
almost left the earth.

They keep the Sabbath day; 1hey work
six days, and do all their work. There is
not a lazy one among them. They work;
they rest.

They have respect for constituted au-
thority. They obey their parents. And
that principle of respect for constituted
authorily, whether it be Ihe parents or the
church, is worthwhile, They believe in
organization.

They do nOI kill; they do not hale-
they lovc. There is no troublc anywhere
because of jealousy, but love prevails.

They are a pure people. They are
pure in mind, in aCl, in their reading and
all. Purity is Iheir watchword.

They do no1 steal. Tltey pay Iheir
ch;bts. They give to the Lord that which
belongs to Him. They are faithful in
tithes and offerings. They respect the
rights of others.

They do not lie. No guile is found in
their mouth. Their word can be depended

011. They arc honest. Their reputation is
good with them that are without.

They do not covet. This refers not
merely to the outward, but to the very
heart. Every bit of covetousness is
rooted out.

But note. The keeping of the com-
mandments presupposes perfection. and
that is holiness; that is sanctification. Do
Ihey keep the commandments to be
saved? No. not al all. They keep them
because they love. Love is the main-
spring; love is the center of their experi-

ence. "By this shall allmcn know that yc
arc my disciples. if ye have love onc 10
another," John 13:35. This is the true
keeping of the commandments. You have,
then, in the keeping of the command-
ments, a people sanctified, holy, who
have no other gods. not a thing standing
between them and their Maker.

The third part of my lext deals with
the faith of Jesus. I notice that the read-
ing is not that they have faith in Jesus.
wonderful as that may be, but they have
the faith of Jesus.

Lct mc illustrate thc difference. J havc
faith in Brother Underwood. I believe in
Him. He is a good Illall, honest, straight-
forward. I have faith in him. I can de-
pend upon him. But that is different from
saying, "Oh, that I had U1C faith of Brother
Underwood!" To have the faith of Jesus
is more than merely to have faith in
Jesus. It is to have the same kind of faith
that He had. And Jesus did have faith.
Sec Him healing the sick. See Him rais-
ing the dead. The faith He had is to be
ours. This faith may lead us to
Gelhsemane, even to Calvary. BUI if so.
His faith shall be ours.

Read Galatians 2: 16: ''"Knowing that
a man is not justified by the works of the
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ."

Notl:, it is not Inercly faith in Jesus,
wonderful as that is. Lt ili a step higher.
Mark the differentiation so beautifully
pUI here:

"Even we have believed in Jesus
Christ, thai we might be justified by the
faith of Chris!." Verse 16.

We believe in Him, thai we might be
justified by the faith of Jesus Chris!.
Again:

'" am crucified with Christ: nevenhe-
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in lhe
nesh, I live by the faith of the Son of
God." Verse 20.

ContinUt;d on 17
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T HE Lord has seen our
backslidings, and He has a con-
troversy with His people. Their

pride, their selfishness, their opening of
the mind to doubt and unbelief, arc mani-
fest in His sight, and grieve His heart of
love. Many gather darkness about their
souls as a garment, and virtually say,
"We want not a knowledge of thy way, 0
God; we choose our own way." These
are the things that separate the soul from
God. There is in the soul of man an
obstacle which he holds there with stub-
born persistency, and which interposes
between his soul and God. It is unbelief.
God gives sufficient evidence, but man,

with his ullsanctified will, refuses to re-
ceive evidence unless it comes in his
own way, to favor his own ideas. With a
spirit of bravado he cries, "Proof, proof,
is what we want," and turns away from
the evidence that God gives. He talks
doubt, unbelief, sowing the seeds of evil
which will spring up and yield their har-
vest. He is separating his soul farther
and farther from God.

Is it proof that such men need? Is it
evidence that is wanting?-No; the par-
able of the rich man and Lazarus is given
to help all such souls who are turning
away from positive evidence, and crying,
"Proof' I The rich man asked that one

might be sent from the dead to warn his
brethren, lest they come to the place of
torment. "Abraham saith unto him, They
have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them. And he said, Nay, father
Abraham: but if one went unto them
from the dead, they will repent. And he
said unto him, If they hear not Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the
dead." Luke 16:29-31.

Why is it that men do not believe
upon sufficient evidence?-Because they
do not want to be convinced. They have
no disposition to give up their own will
for God's will. They are unwilling to
acknowledge that they have cherished
sinful unbelief in resisting the light that
God has given them. They have been
hunting for doubts, for pegs upon which
to hang their unbelief. They have been
ready to accept testimony which is weak
and insufficient, testimony which God
has not given them in His Word, but
which pleases them because it agrees
with their ideas, and is in harmony with
their disposition and will. These souls
are in great peril. If they will bow their
proud will, and put it on God's side of
the question; if they will with humble,
contrite hearts seck for the light, believ-
ing that there is light for them, then they
will see light, because the eye is single to
discern the light which comes from God.
They will acknowledge the evidence of
divine autJlOrity. Spiritual truths will shine
forth from the divine page. But the heart
must be open for the reception of light,
for Satan is ever ready to obscure the
precious truth which would make them
wise unto salvation. If any do not receive
it, it will forever remain a mystery of
mysteries to them.

We should earnestly seek to know
and appreciate the truth, that we may
present it to others as it is in Jesus. We
need to have a correct estimate of the
value of our own souls; then we would
not be as reckless in regard to our course
of action as at present. We would seek
most earnestly to know God's way; we
would work in an opposite direction from
selfishness, and our constant prayer would
be that we might have the mind of Christ,
that we might be molded and fashioned
after His likeness. It is in looking to
Jesus and beholding His loveliness, hav-
ing our eyes steadfastly fixed upon Him,
that we become changed into His image.
He will give grace to all that keep His
way, and do His will, and walk in truth.
But those who love their own way, who

-------1 Ellen G. White
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I beseech you whose names are registered onthe church books as worthy members, to be
indeed worthy, through the virtue of Christ.
Mercy and truth and the love of God are
promised to the humble and contrite soul.

worship their idols of opinion, and do
not love God and obey His Word, will
continue to walk in darkness. 0, how
terrible is unbelief! As well let light be
poured upon the blind. as to present truth
to these souls; the one cannot sec, and
the other will not sec.

I beseech you whose names are regis-
tered on the church books as wonhy
membcrs, to be indeed worthy, through
the virtue of Christ. Mercy and truth and
the love of God arc promised to the
humble and contrite soul. The displea-
sure and judgments of God are against
those who persist in walking in their own
ways, loving self. loving the praise of
men. They will ceT141inly be swept into
the satanic delusions of these last days,
because they received not the love of the
truth. Because the Lord has, in fanner
days, blessed and honored them, they
flatter themselves that they are chosen
and true, and do not need warning and
instruction and reproof. The True Wit-
ness says, ,.As many as I love, I rebuke
and chasten: be therefore, and
repent." Revelation 3: 19. The professed
people of God have the charge against
thcm, "Nevertheless I have somewhat
against thee, because thou hast Icft thy
first love. Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and
do the first works; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent." Revelation 2:4-5.

The love to Jesus that once burned upon
the altar of the hean, has become dimmed
and ncarly extinguished. Spirirual strength
has become enfeebled. The displeasure of
the Lord is against His people. In their
present condition it is impossible for them
to reprcscnt the character of Christ. And
when the True Witness has sent them coun-
sel, reproof, and warnings because He loves
them, they have refused to receive the
message; they have refused to come to the
light, lest their deeds should be reproved.
Jesussaid, "I lay down my lifcforthesheep.
... Therefore doth my Father love me."
John 10: 15, 17. "By taking your sins upon
Myself, I am opening a channel through
which His grace can flow to all who will
accept it. In giving Myself forthe sin ofthe
world, I have prepared a way for the
unrepressed tide of His love to flow to
men."

All heaven is filled with amazement,
that when this love, so broad, so deep, so
rich and full, is presented to men who
have known the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, they are so indifferent, so cold

and unmoved. What does it mean that
such amazing grace does not soften our
hard heans? 01 it is because of the
power of unbelief; because "thou hast
left thy first love." This is why the Word
of God has so little influence. It is as a
fire, but it cannot penetrate nor wann the
ice-bound hean that cherishes unbelief.

The infinite treasures of truth have
been accumulating from age to age. No
representation could adequately impress
us with the extent, the richness, of these
vast resources. They arc awaiting the
demand of those who appreciate them.
These gems of truth arc to be gathered
up by God's remnant people, to be given
by them to the world; but self-confi-
dence and obduracy [hardheartedness] of
soul refuse the blessed treasure. "God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life." John 3: 16. Such love can-
not be measured, neither can it be ex-
pressed. John calls upon the world to
"behold what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should
be called the sons of God." I John 3: I. It
is a love that passeth knowledge. In the
fullness of the sacrifice, nothing was
withheld: Jesus gave Himself. God de-
signs that His people shall love one an-
other as Christ loved LIS. They arc to
educate and train the soul for this love.
They are to reflect this love in their own
character, to reflect it to the world. Each
should look upon this as his work. In His
prayer to the Father, Jesus said: "As thou
hast sent me into the world, even so have
I also sent them into the world:' John
17: 18. Christ's fullness is to be pre-
sented to the world by those who have
become panakers of His grace. They are
to do that for Christ which Christ did for
the Father-represent His character.

There is a lack of moral and spiritual
power throughout our Conferences. Many
churches do not have light in themselves.

The members do not give evidence that
they are branches of the True Vine, by
bearing much fruit to the glory of God,
but appear to be withering away. Their
Redeemer has withdrawn His light, the
inspiration of His Holy Spirit, from their
assemblies; for they have ceased to rep-
resent the self-denial, the sympathy and

compassionate love of the world's Re-
deemer; they have not love for the souls
for whom Christ has died. They have
ceased to be true and faithful. It is a sad
picture-the feeble piety, the want of
consecration and devotion to God. There
has been a separation of the soul from

many have cut off the communica-
tion between Him and the soul by refus-
ing His messengers and His message.

In our largest churches the greatest
evils exist, because these have had the
greatest light. They have not a true
knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ
whom He has sent. The leaven of un-
bclief is working, and unless these evils
which bring the displeasure of God are
corrected in its members, the whole
church stands accountable for them.
The deep movings of the Spirit of God
arc not with the glorious pres w

ence of the King of saints, and His
power to cleanse from all moral defile-
menl, are not manifest among them.
Many come to the assembly as wor-
shipers, like the door upon its hinges.
They understand not the true applica-
tion of the Scriptures, nor the power of
God. They have eyes, but they see not;
ears have they, but they hear not; they
continue in their evil ways, yet regard
themselves as the privileged, obedient
people who are doers of the Word. A
carnal security and ease in Zion pre-
vail. Peace, peace, is sounded in her
borders, when God has not spoken
peace. They have forfeited the terms of
peace; there is reason for an alarm to
be sounded in all "my holy mountain."
The sinners in Zion should be afraid,
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The road to Paradise is not one of self-
exaltation, but of repentance, confession,

humiliation, of faith and obedience.

in a time when they do not expect it,
sudden destruction will surely comc
upon a11 who are at easc.

The Holy Spirit strives to make ap-
parent the claims of God, but men pay
hecd only for a moment, and turn their
minds to othcr things: Satan catches away
the seeds of truth; the gracious influcnce
of the Spirit of God is effectually re-
sisted. Thus mnny are grieving away the
Holy Spirit for the last time, and they
know it not.

The words spoken by Christ of Jerusa-
lem arc, "Your house is left unto you
desolate." Matthew 23:38. What anguish
of soul did Jesus feel when all His ap-
peals, His warnings and reproofs, were
resisted! At the time He brought them
home to the soul, impressions were made;
but self-love, self-sufficiency, love of the
world, came in and choked the good
seed sown. Pride of heart prevented His
hearers from humbling themselves be-
fore God, and confessing their sin in
resisting His Holy Spirit, and reluctantly
it left them. On the crest of Oli vet, as He
beheld the city, He wept over it, saying,
"If thou hadst known, even thou, at least
in this thy day, the things which belong
unto thy peace!" Luke 19:42. Here He
paused; He was loath to utter the irrevo-
cable sentence. 0 that Jerusalem would
repent! When the fast westering sun
should pass out of sight, her day of
mercy would be ended. Jesus closed His

sentence, "But now they arc hid from
thine eyes." Luke 19:42. On another oc-
casion He lamented the impenitence of
the chosen city: "0 Jerusalem, Jerusa-
lem, thou that ki IIcst the prophets, and
stanest them which are sent unto thee)
how often would I have gathered thy
children rogether, as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would
not! Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate." Matthew 23:37-38. The Lord
forbid that this scene should now be
repeated in the experience of God's pro-
fessed people! "My Spirit," He says,
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"shall not always strive wit.h man." Gen-
esis 6:3. The time will come when it
must be of the impenitent. "Ephraim
is joined to his idols; let him alone."
Hosea 4: 17.

Will the church sec where she has
fallen? A coldness. hardness of heart) a
want of sympathy for the brethren. exists
in the church. An absence of love for the
erring is manifested. There i5 a with-
drawing from the very ones who nced
pity and help. A severity, an overbearing
spirit, such as existed among the Phari-
sees, exists in our churches, and espe-
cially in those intrusted with sacred re-
sponsibilities. They arC lifted up in
self-esteem and self-assurance. The
widow and the fatherless have not their
sympathy or their love. This is entirely
unlike the spirit of Christ. The Lord
looks with displeasure lIpon the coarse.
harsh spirit that has been manifested by
some-a spirit so devoid of sympathy, of
tender appreciation of those whom He
loves. Brethren) you who close the heart
against Christ's suffering ones, remem-
ber, that as you deal with them, God will
deal with you. When you call, He will
not say, "Here I am;" when you cry, He
will not answer. Satan is watching) pre-
paring his delusions to enSnare those
who are filled with self-impOr1ance while
they are spiritually destitute.

The road to Paradise is not one of
self-exaltation, but of repentance, con-

fession, humiliation, of faith and obedi-
ence. The message to the Laodicean
church is appropriate to the church at
this time: "And unto the angd of the
church of the Laodiccans write; These
things saith the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the beginning of the cre-
ation of God; I know thy works, that
thou art neither cold nor hot: 1 would
thou wert cold or hot. So then becausc
thou art lukewarm) and neither cold nor
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, 1 am rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have need of

nothing: and knowesf not that tholl art
wretched, and miserable. and poor. and
blind, and naked: I cOtlnsel thee to buy
of me gold tried in the fire. that that!
mayest bc rich: and white raiment, that
thou mnyest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint. thine eyes with eye-salve, that
thou mayest sec. As many as I love, r
rebuke and chasten: be zenlous there-
fore, and repent." Revelation 3: 14-19.
There are many who are priding them-
selves upon their spiritual riches, their
knowledge of the trutJl, and are living in
guilty self-deception. When the members
of the church humble themselves before
God by zealous, not hlLlf-hearted, lifeless
action) the Lord will receive thelll. But
he declares, "I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of his place, except thou repent."
Revelation 2:5. How long shall this warn-
ing be resisted? How long shall it be
slighted?

"Behold, I stand at the door, nnd
knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me."
Revelation 3:20. The position of Christ
is t.he attitude of forbearance and impor-
tunity [persistent in requesting]. "I coun-
sel thee to buy of me gold tried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich." Verse 18.
0, the soul-poverty is alarming! And
those who are most in need of the gold
of love, feel rich and incrcascd with
goods, when they lack every grace. Hav-
ing lost' faith and love) they have lost
everything.

The Lord has sent a message to arouse
His people to repent, and do their first
works; but how has His message been
received? While some have heeded it,
others have cast contempt and reproach
on the message and the messenger. Spiri-
tuality deadened, humility and childlike
simplicity gone, a mechanical, formal
profession of faith has lUken the place of
love and devotion. Is this mournful con-
dition of things to continue? Is the lamp
of God's love to go out in darkness? The
Saviour calls; listen to His voice: uBe
zealous and repent." Repent, confess your
sins, and you will be forgivcn. "Turn ye,
turn ye ... for why will ye die?" Ezekiel
33: It. Why will you try to rekindle a
mere fitful fire, and walk in the sparks of
your own kindling?

The True Witness declares, '" know
thy works." "Repent, and do the first
works." This is the true test, the evi-
dence that th(: Spirit of God is working



T here is to be in the churches a wonderful
manifestation of the power of God, but it will

not move upon those who have not humbled
themselves before the Lord, and opened the door of
the heart by confession and repentance.

in the hcart 10 imbue you with His
love. ""I will com(' unto thee quickly,
and will rcmove thy candlestick oul of
his place, except thou repent. ,. The
church is like the unproductive tree
which, receiving dew and rain and
sunshine, should have ,m
abundancc of fruit, but on which the
divine sCilTch discovers nothing bll1
leaves. Solemn thought for our
churchcs! Solemn, indeed, for every
individual! Marvelous is the patience
<lnd forbearance of God; but. "cxcept
thou repent," it will be exhausted; the
churches. our institutions, will go from
weakness to weakness, from cold for-
mality to deadness, while they arc say-
ing, "1 am rich, and increased with
good" and have need of nothing." The
True Witness says, "And kllon'est not
thai thou art wretchcd, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked." Will
they ever see clearly thcir condition'!

There is to be in the churches a
wonderful manifestation of the power
of God, but it will nol move upon
those who have not humbled them-
selves before the Lord, and opened the
door of the hemt by confession and
repentance. [n the manifestation of that
power which lightens the earth with the
glory of God, they will sec only some-
thing which in their blindness they think
dangerous, somcthing which will arouse
their fears. and they will brace thcm-
selves to n.:sist it. Because the Lord
docs not work according to their ideas
and expectations, they will oppose the
work. "'Why:' they say. "should not we
know the Spirit of God, when we have
been in the work so many ycars?"-
Because they did not respond to the
warnings, the entreaties of the mes-
sagcs of God, but persistently said, "I
am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing." Talent, long
experience, will nol makc mcn
nels of light, unless they place them-
selves under the bright beams of the
Sun of Righteousness, and are called,
and chosen, and prepared by the en-
dowment of the Holy Spirit. When men
who handle sacred things will humble
thcmselves under the mighty hand of
God. the Lord will lift them up. He
will make them men of discernmcnt-
men rich in the grace of His Spirit.
Their strong, selfish traits of character,
their stubbornness. will bc seen in the
light shining from the Light of the
world ... , will come unto thee quickly,
and will remove thy candlestick alit of

his place, except Iholl rcpent." If you
seck the Lord with all your heart, He
will be found of you.
The end is Wc have nor a

momcnt to lose! Light is to shine forth
from God's people in clear. distinct
mys, bringing Jesus before the churches
and before the world. Our work is not
to be restricted to those who already

know the truth; our field is the world.
The instrumentalities to be used are
those souls who gladly receive the light
of truth which God communicates to
thcm. These are God's agencies for
cOTllmunicating lhc knowledge of truth
to the world. If through the grace of
Chrisl His people will becomc new
bOllles, He will fill them with the new
wine. God will give additional light,
and old truths will be recovered, and
rcphlced in the framcwork of truth; and
whercver the laborers go, they will tri-
umph. As Christ's ambassadors, they
(lrc to search the Scriptures. to seek for
the truths that have been hidden be-
neath the rubbish of crror. And every
ray of light received is to be communi-
cated to others. One interest will pre-
vail, onc subject will swallow up every
other-Christ our righteousness.

"This is lire eternal, that they might
know thee the only truc God, and .Jesus
Christ, whol11 thou hast sent." John 17:3.
"'Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the
mighty man glory in his might, let nOI
the rich man glory in his riches: but leI
him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am
the LORD which exercise loving-kindness,
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth:
for in these things I delight. saith the
LORD." Jercmiah 9:23-24. This is what
needs to be brought into the experience
of every worker, high or low. in all our
institutions, in all our churches. God
wants every soul to return to the first
love. He wants all to have the gold of

faith and love, so that they can draw
from the trcasure 10 imp,lrt to others who
need it.

Then the believers will be of one
heart and of one mind, and the Lord will
make His Word powcrful in the earth.
New cities and villages and territories
will be cntered; the church will arise and
shine, because her light has come, for

the glory of the Lord is risen upon her.
New converts will be addcd to the
churches, and those who now claim to bc
converted will feci in their own hearts
the transforming power of the grace of
Christ. Then Satan will be aroused, and
will excitc the bitteresl persecution
against God's people. But those not of
our faith, who have not rejected light.
will recognize the spirit of Christ in His
true followers, and will take their stand
with the people of God.

Christ says, speaking of the COIll-
forter, "He shall not speak of himself;"
nhe shall testify of me;" "he shall glorify
me'" John 15:26; 16:13-14. How little
has Christ been prcached! The laborers
have presented theories, plenty of them,
but little of Christ and His love. As the
Saviour came to glorify the Father by the
dcmonstration of His love. so the Spirit
came to gloriFy Christ by revealing to the
world thc riches of His love and grace, If
the Holy Spirit dwells in liS, our work
will testify to the raet, we shall lift up
JCSllS. Not one Clll1 afford to be silent
now; the burden of the work is to present
Christ to the world. All who venture 10
have their own way, who do not join the
angels who arc sent from Heavcn with a
message to fill the whole earth with its
glory, will be passed by. The work will
go forward to victory without them. and
they will have no part in its triumph, 0

Review and Herald, December 23, 1890.
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Takoma Park, Washington, D.C.
August 4, 1939. Part One of Two

2. Our workers should be examples
in social relationships. They should not
give license by their presence, or in any
other manner, to attendance at the the-
ater or movie, to commercialized base-
ball or other professional sports, to the
worldly parties of pleasure even though
held in the homes of personal friends.

3. The prcacher of the gospel has no part
to act as a politician. His mission is to all
men. He should be free from class preju-
dices, racial rivalries, national animosities.
In the words of the Scripture, "The servant
of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in
meekness instructing those that oppose them-
selves." 2 Timothy 2:24-25.

4. Our workers should teach and exem-
plify in their lives and homes the principles
of healthful living which have come to us by
divine revelation. This is an age ofgluttony
and excess in eating and drinking. Disease
abounds on every hand, and is increasing in
fonn and variety. We may expect divine
preservation only as we cooperate wilh God
in obedience to lhe laws of health which He
has ordained.

5. The church worker should be an
example in Sabbath observance. He
should not employ its sacred hours in
picnic excursions or sight-seeing trips.
He should limit Sabbath travel in his
conference work to the needs and exi·
gencies ["pressing or urgent situations] of
necessary requirements.

6. Our workers and their companions
should be examples to the flock in the
maHer of dress. Dignity, modesty, and
simplicity should be the guiding prlll-
ciples in the choice of attire.

Examples to the Church

7. Christ's true representatives will make
careful selection of that which comes over
the radio [and television]. He will find
neilher time nor pleasure in listening to lhe
popular r.:ldio comedians, nor in quoting the
sayings of the characters depicted in the
comic section of the newspaper.

8. The relations governing the associa-
tion ofmen and women should be character-
ized by Christian reserve and dignity. Par-
ticularly should a Christian worker be so
discreet in his words and deportment lha[ no
just reflection can be cast upon him or thc
cause he represents. In both his life and
teachings the worker should cxcrt apositive
upbuilding influcnce of purity and righ[-
eousness. He should manifes[ a cheerful-
ness which never finds expression in levity
and cheapness, a seriousness which stops

injunction. Of His church Christ declares:
"For their sakes I sanctify myself, that
they also might be sanctified through the
truth." John 17: 19.

The Apostle Paul exhorts the church
leader: "Be thou an example of the believ-
ers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity." I Timothy 4: 12.

Our church leaders should indeed be
examples of Christ to the church in every
relationship of life.

Example, of the Church

Let us specify some concrete ways in
which this should be done:

I. They should be examples in
simple living, economy, consecration,
and sacrifice. Their homes should be
models in the community in which they
live. They should have "children in
subjection with all gravity." 1 Timothy
3:4. In their lives and homes there
should be exemplified the principles of
this gospel message.

erence

a Des

eoer

Tire followillg Appeol was approved by
our church leaders at an Autumn [now
Annual] Council meeting1 printed ill
official church records, and then pub-
lished ill tract format and distributed
widely among our denominational work-
ers and members nearly sixty years ago.

lt is a message for you and me
today, Please, my fellow believer, please
read it and take heed! It may mean the
beginning of a return /0 a better, more
consecrated way of life. Then cement
tlrat clrallge by a daily, prayerful study
of tire Bible alld tire Spirit of Proplrecy
alolle and with your loved ones.

W E appeal to Ollr workers, first
of all, to exall the standard of
righteousness, of truth, and of

purity, of Christian deportment in their
lives. They can lead others to Christ only
as they know Christ as a living, trans-
forming power in their own daily experi-
ence. '"Be ye clean, that bear the vessels
of the LORD," (Isaiah 52: II) is the divine
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We appeal to our ministers, our workers,
our people everywhere, to keep their feet

in the "old paths," and not to remove the
"ancient landmarks" of this message.

short ofmorbidness and pessimism, a cordi-
ality which never admits of familiarity, and
purity of speech which never descends to
vulgarity. In the pulpit, in the home, and
social gatherings, he must ever bear in mind
that he is Christ's representative, the ambas-
sador of Heaven to a dying world.

An Age of Worldliness

We are living in an age ofoverwhelming
worldliness, and in closer physical contact
with it than ever before. The automobile, the
radio, land television] have changed the
whole atmosphere in which we live, and
have made it morc difficult than at any
fonner time to maintain our separatc and
distinctive character. The automobile takes
us to, and the radio [and television] bring to
us, much of everything that is going on in
the world. These modem inventions have
created temptations of an entirely new kind
in our everyday living, and have brought us
into contact with influences which are the
opposite of that which is wholesome and
uplifting. If we are not careful, the radio
[and television] will tum our homes into
theaters and minstrel shows of a cheap and
sordid k-ind. We appeal for a far more
discriminating Lise of these modern devel-
opments, urging that we be conscientiously
guided in their use by the long established
principles of the gospel. Let us not do, nor
he.:1r, nor see, nor read, nor say, under any
circumstances, anything prohibited by the
divine rule given us by the apostle:

"Whatsoever things are true, whatso-
ever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; and if there be
any virtue, if there be any praise, think
on thcse things." Philippians 4:8.

We appeal to our ministers, our workers,
our people everywhere, to keep their feet in
the "old paths," and not to remove the
'''ancient landmarks" of this message.

In cases where members of the church
hold Bridgc or similar card parties in their
homes, or frequent such gatherings in other
places, or have dances in their homes or
attend them elsewhere, or frequent shows in
theaters or movie houses, we recommend
that faithful labor be put forth to reclaim
such individuals from the errors of their
ways; but if this proves unsuccessful, that
they be dismissed from church membership.

An Appeal to the Church

Moved by a sense of solemn respon-
sibility as leaders of God's remnant

people, we, the representatives of con-
ferences, mission fields, and institutions,
believe it to be our duty to bring to the
attention of the members of our church
throughout the world, this statement and
appeal. We view, with feelings of deep-
est uneasiness, the appearance among us
of growing worldliness and a laxity in
the observance of denominational stan-

dards. This laxity, permitted to spread
and widely prevail, will obstruct and
defeat the fulfillment of our divinely
given commission.

This Advent movement, which is
bearing the final message of the gospel
to a II the world, is of God. Its doctrines,
its organization, its standards of life and
conduct, have all come from God. He
brought this movement into being at His
own appointed time. It has been led by
divine guidancc from the beginning, and
is doing His appointed work in the world.

A!; with God's people through the ages,
so His people today are to be separate from
the world. Of Israel it is said, "The people
shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned
among the nations." While His people must
remain in the world in order to carry God's
message to the world, they are not to be of
the world. We are bidden by the apostle,
"Come out from among ulem, and be ye
separate ... and touch not the unclean thing."
2 Corinthians 6: 17. We are admonished to
"love not the world, neither the things that
arc in the world." I John 2: IS.

Knowing that this matter of separation
from the world and thc abandonment of
worldly practices and pleasures is funda-
mental in the belief of Seventh-day
Adventists, we are naturally alanned when
we observe and hear of the inroads that
worldliness is making in the church. This is
particularly obvious in centers where large
numbers of our people are gathered to-
gether. We believe we are called upon to lift
our voices in solemn warning, not merely
that these tendencies may be checked, but
that a decided program of much-needed
refonnation may be entered upon, to over-

come altogether these worldly drifts and
tcndencies in the church. Weare impelled to
cry out, "0 Israel ... prepare to meet thy
God." Amos 4: 12.

It would hardly seem necessary to
remind our people that the use of beer,
wine, and other alcoholic beverages, as
well as tobacco in any form, is a test of
church fellowship among Seventh-day

Adventists. Those who have been led of
Satan to indulge in the use of these
defilements of flesh and spirit, and per-
sist in their use after faithful warning,
should be disfellowshiped from the
church. The good name of the church of
Christ should not be brought into ill
repute by permitting any user of liquor
or tobacco to remain in its membership.

Standards of Christian Living

The committee, appointed at the begin-
ning of the Council to give study to worldly
trends in the church and to bring in a series
ofrecommendationson denominational stan-
dards, presented a report.

An Appeal to Conference, and Local
Church Leaders

To the leadership of thc Seventh-day
Adventist Church throughout the world,
the delegates assembled in the Autumn
Council, at Louisville, Kcntuck-y, address
this appcal:

This is the crisis hour of the world. It
is an hour of peril and danger to the
church of Christ. Satan has come down
in great wrath, knowing that his time is
short, and seeking by every means in his
power to lead men away from God. Se-
ductive influences are at work in every
phase of human life and cxperience. The
stable, conservative standards which have
governed men's thinking in the past are
being set aside. These influences have
affected, in large measure, the nominal
Christian church. More and more she is
joining affinity with the world, and the
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Our leaders should be the foremost in
seeking for this divine infilling. Faithfully

and uncompromisingly should they uphold the
right and deny the wrong.

line of dcmarcation is being fast obliwr-
aleel.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
mUSI the impact of these untoward
ladvcrscJ and unholy intlut.:nccs. Heaven
has committed to this church ,I definite
message of reform. This message is to
go, not (0 the godless world who
never knew Christ, but to the great pro-
fcssed Christian church as well. The rcm-
nant church is commissioncd, by High
Heaven, to erect, in the midst of the
prevailing iniquity 01" this degencrate agt:,
a standard of truth and righteousness, of
purity and Christian conduct.

In this work or 1\.:forl11 the tirst i.lnd
greatest rt,;Spom:iibility Up011 thc leader-
ship of this movCIllC1l1. This leadership
includes the ministry, our conference and

leaders, our church elders and
their associate oflicers, and also the wives
of these various classes of workers.

We have confidence in the leadership
of the remnant church. In large measure
and for the 1110st part, the ICO:l<.Iership is
composed of earnest, godly mcn <lnd
WOlllen who sense the high and solemn
responsibilities of their positions. Some,
we regret tu ::><:Iy, fail to the ::>acrcd
character uf thdr work and the responsi-
bility which attaches to true Iei.ldl:fship.

Safeguarding the Church

Exemplifying principles ill his
own life, the guspel worker, whether in
conference or inslltutionaJ cmploy, or as
an officer in the local church, will usc
his influence. in bOlh public and private,
to banish from the church membership
the unholy practices which arc seeking
entrance. By personal work when needed,
and by appeal from till: pulpit, hc will
seck to hold back the nood tide of world-
liness, which is seeking to engulf the
church. If IlCCI;;SS;.lfY hc will kad the
church in t'Jk.ing disciplinary measures as
have been clearly emphasized by lhe pen
of divine revclation. God has set our
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church leaders as watchmcn upon the
walls of Zion. Whcn they sec danger
thrcatening the church they to sound
the abml. When the)' see individual mem-
bers of the church imperiled, they arc 10
make carnest efforts for their salvation.
Lovingly, tactfully, earnestly, fearlessly,
they ,Ire to warn the wicked to break
from their sins and to find deliverance in
Christ as their Saviour.

Says the Master to each une of His
watchmen, "Son of man, I hi.lVC made thee
a watchman unto the house of Israel: there-
fore hear the word ,H my muuth, and give
them warning from me. I say 10 thc
wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou
givt.:st him not warning, nor speakest to
warn the wicked from his wicked way. to
save his the same wicked Illan shall die
in his but his blood willI require at
thine hand. Yet iftholl warn the wicked, and
he tum not from his wickedness, nor from
his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity;
but thou has delivered thy souL" Ezekiel
3: 17-19. "Cry aloud, ,pare not, lift up thy
voice like a trumpet, and shew my people
thcir transgressions, and the house of Jacob
their sins." Isaiah 58: I.

Where faithful, loving labor is put
forth 10 reclaim the disciplinary

by the church will lIot be so

oftell indicated. The conditions of lIlany
ill the rcmnant church tuday demand a
revival and a reformation. A new depth
of consecration and baptism of divine
power is needed to finish tilt.: work. Our
leaders should be the foremust in seek-
ing for this divinc infilling. EJithfully
and uncompromisingly should they up-
hold the right and deny the wrong. In
Ihis hour of crisis the)' should prove true
and loyal to the message for this timc.
God will recognize their heroic cndeavor
and their unswerving integrity.

May the blessing of God rest upon
our leaders. Theirs is a grcat n.:sponsibil-
ity; theirs also is a greal privilege. No
service is so sweet and satisfying as

labor for those for whom Christ genre His
precious blood. Such labor should con-
stilute a passion, not a or a
merely formal :5crvicc. Its prompting im-
pulse will be love for souls, and not love
of :;alary.

The resources of Heaven arc prom-
iscd to Christ's ambassadors. The Holy
Spirit is given as a Guide and Counse-
lor. Surely wc arc without excuse if we
fail in prosecuting faithfully, coura-
geollsly, and hopefully our high and
holy calling. Soon we shall 1\::,lp if wc
l"clint nolo Thcll we shall thrill with the
ullutterable joy of seeing saved, in the
everlasting kingdom, lho::.c for whom
we have Iuborcd. With Christ thc Lord
wc shall see the travail of our Sallis
and shall be satisfied. May God make
us true nnd loyal lill that glad day.

Upholding the Standards in Our
Schools

Recognizing that our schools arc a
most vital part of our organized work,
,Illd havl.: done and ,Irc doing a great and
good work in helping our young people
to a clemer vision of their God-given
opportunities and responsibilities, and are
verilable havens of refuge for the youth,
where every effort is being made to stem
the tiele of corruption wld sin that is
tlll'cilll:ning to engulf the world,

We hercby wish 10 our thankful-
ness to God for these schools and for the
help they have in upholding high and
right standards for the young pt.:ople of this
dt.:llOllliuation. Realizing, however, that we
must ever all thc watt:h lesl the enemy
overtake us Una\Viue.

We recolllillend, That institutional
boards and faculties study anew the prin-
ciples governing the conduct of our insti-
anions as revealed ill the Bible and ill
the Spirit of Prophecy.

We further rccolnmclld, Tllatjoinllneet-
ings of the board and faculty IIlGmbers be
held at limes for such general study,
and also for the study of the pal1icular
problems and their applicmion to definite
:-.ituations in (heir situation.

We recolllmend, That all studl:nt or-
ganiLarions in our institutions be prop-
erly sponsored by some member of the
faculty appointed by the
and for it.

We further recollllllend, That regular
meetings of sponsors be held for the
study of propcr fUllctions, duties, and
responsibilities of sponsors, to the end
that all activities of the institution may



conform to proper standards approved
by God and church.

We recommcnd, That in evcry insti-
tlllion siudent or student-faculty
associations exisl. the board of trustees
take associalions under review and
advisemel1l and lay down principles thai
shall govcrn such associations and pass
upon their conslilutions and bylaws.

We fun her recommend. That the trust-
ees shall hold the president of the faeulty
or such committee as Illay be designated
to J strict accounting for the conduct of
the aforesaid associations and all their
activities.

We recommcnd. That organizations
for athletic contests be not permitted in
our institutions.

Our church mcmbers have. from the
beginning. becn ::a plain people. Our stan-
darets call 1'01' the discarding of jewelry,
cspecially articles mentioned in the
Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy, such
as rings, earrings, br::acdets, and necklaces;
the avoidance of extravLlgance and immod-
esty in dress; a discriminating selection. 0

To be cOlllinued.

General Conference of Seventh-day
Takoma Park, Washington, D.C

Adventists

To Our Ministers, Our Confaence and Institutional Work-
ers. and Our Believers Gcnerally.

Greclings:

Thc orficers of the General Conference take this opportu-
nity of addrc.:ssing you upon a matter of great importance. We

living in a titllt.: of gre,1t spiritual and momI crisis. Of these
timcs ksus prophesied titus:

"A'i> it was in the days of Nac, so shall il be also ill the days
of Ihe SOil 01" mall. Tlwy did cat, they drank, thcy lllJlTicd
wives, thcy givell in marriage, until the day Ihat Noe
entered into the ark, and the flood came. and destroycd them
all. Likewisc also as il waS in Ihe days of LOl; they did cat.
Ihey drank, they bought. they sold, they pl<lllted, they builded;
but the samc day that Lot wcnl out of Sodom it raillcd firc and
brimstollc from heavcll. and deslroyed thelll all. Even thus
:-:.hall it be in the day when the Son of mall is revealed."
17:26-30.
Jesus illustrated His point by drawing a paralld betwecn the

days or Noah and LOI and Ihe !<lst dilys just previous to His
coming. The moral condilions of evil timos were deplor-
able in the cxtremc. Just as predicted. we have come
again into just stich times. The world tod::!y is like another
Sodolll. The sins and loathsome practices of the
<tgain prevail in the world. On every hand salacious IlustfulJ
exhibitions, insinuating and impure theatrical plays and Illotion
pictures. low-c1<1:-:'s radio beauty contests
vulgarly the nudity of young mixed bathing
in coStUIllC=--, a 110ml of vile literature. contribute
to thc down of moral reslraints and standards. The!:>c
cvib Ihreaten even the life and spiritual well-being of the
church. We know tlwt thc grcat body of our workcrs and
believers arc godly mcn and women of moral integrity. But
some \\ ho have as shepherds of the flock have fallen
before the temptations of thesc perilous times. We dcsire to
sound a warning against the intrusion of thesc evib into
thc church. \Ve call upon the ministry and all our workers and
members 10 turn away from every practice and association that
tcnds toward laxily and indulgcncc. Wc exhort every worker
and church member to keep himself free from moral contamina-
tion and from all tendencies in that direction. and to shun a
careless, world-loving. casy manner of life that invites tcmpta-
tion and leads to wrongdoing.

We call upon all of our workers and members in this cause,
both men and women. to conform to the highest standards of
rectitude llllaral uprightness] <md moral conduct. and to avoid
all unbecoming and improper relationships. Let it be known

that this denomination will not tolerate or condone
any laxness in these matters on the part or those who as leaders
or workers should be examples to the church and 10 the world.
The highest spiritual and moral considerations should lead every
worker (0 avoid even the appcaralH.:e of 0vil.

Where workers give evidence of carelessness ill their con-
or live in a carck:ss world·loving way. or arc continually

surrounded by an atmosphere of suspicion. or fail to live up to
the adopted standards uf tho church, they shuuld be released
frolll further service in the calise. It is till; duty ot conference

und institutional board::; to deal promptly with all
c<tscs involving hlilurc in such matters. The church has a right
10 demand thaI every worker who serves this (.;uU$e shull
mainl<:lin ill his life all of these standards. or else give place to

who. in the rcm of God, will endCi.lVOr to do so.
\Vorkers who habitually mailllaill a liberal or worldly :mi-

tude in their general dcportment and conduct toward denomina-
tional standards, thereby fail {Q give the spiritual leadership the
church has a right to expecl. Such workers should be encour-
aged (0 c1wnge thdr on these fundamental questions.
or seck olhcr lines of employment. We aPPci.11 to all of our
workers 10 live as consistent examples in all Ihese panicubrs.

We also appeal to all our church mcmbers. oclievcfS, and young
people to keep thdr lives and actions 011 a high plane of mordl
conduct in hannony with the well-I-..llown of the church.
Thc time has come when there should Ix a dear linc uf distillction
oclwccn those who serve the Lord and who ::;crve Him not.
TI1C church must guard faithfully its good nallle and reputation.
While the CITing should always oc dealt with in a Christlike manner.
there must be no compromise with sin. A cll:an church must re
maintained. Let us the camp" from all moral pollution. We
c<lll lIpon all to unite in carrying out such a worthy purpose.

GENERAL CONFERENCE OFF1CERS

J. L. McElhany, President
E. D. Dick, Secretary

lPrintcd in the Revif!\l1 and Hua/d, August 17. 1939.J
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WE make a profession of Chris-
tianity, and go along from day
to day, and perhaps from year

to year, supposing that we arc Christians,
and that all is well with us; that we are
equipped for the encounter of death, and
prepared to meet our Judge, and take our
place in heaven when it may be we are
not able to answer till after long consid-
eration, and then with not a little doubt
and misgiving, so simple a question in
Christian experience, as '''Lovest thou
me?" John 21:15. Peradventure the ut-
most we dare say after our retlection and
self-research is, "'I really do not know
how it is. 1 hope I love Him." This will
never do. The question, "'Lovest thou
me," is onc which every person, making
any pretensions to Christianity, ought to
be able to answer affirmatively at once.
Indeed, we ought not to give OLIT Saviour

any occasion to ask the question. It is
very much to OUf discredit-it should
make us blush and be ashamed-that Ollr
manifestations of love to Him are of so
equivocal [uncertain] a character as to
leave the very existence of the affection
doubtful, and to render it necessary for
Him to interrogate us in reference to it.
There are many less lovely beings than
Christ that have not to ask us if we love
them. We act in such a manner toward
them that they cannot for a moment doubt
the fact of being dear and precious to us.
They do not want our words to assure
them. They have our uniform conduct
and deportment making the silent, yet
most forcible, declaration. Has your par-
ent to ask you if you love him, or your
child? Have husbands and wives, broth-
ers and sisters, and friends, to ask this
question of each other? And no-none

but Christ has to ask LIS if we love Him!
And He has nol only to ask the question,
but to wait, sometimes a long while, for
an answer. We have to consider and go
into an examination, and call up our
conduct to the bar of judgment, and
dissect our very hearts, before we can
venture an answer. This is strange. It is
not so in other cases. If a relative or a
friend, more for the gratification of a
renewed expression of our love, than
from any doubt of its existence, ask us if
we love him, do we keep him waiting for
an answer? Do we say, '''Well, I must
consider, I must examine myself. I hope
I do." No indeed. We arc ready with our
affirmative. Nor is it a cold yes we re-
turn; but we express our surprise at the
question. "Love you!" And we assure the
person in the most emphatic and ardent
language that we love him, and all our

,
!

========1 James White
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manner shows him that we speak out of
the abundance of the hcart. But we do
not express surprise that our Saviour
should ask us if we love Him. We do not
wondcr at the question from Him. We
know too well how much reason we give
Him to doubt our affection.

Why should there be such a differ-
ence in favor of the earthly objects of
our love? Is not Christ as lovely as those
other beings-as deserving of affection-
as attractive of love? He is altogether
lovely. Are they? He possesses infinite
loveliness. Nor does that exprcss all. He
is essential Love. Nor love at rest, but in
motion; nor far off, but near; exerting
infinite energy in action. exercising infI-
nite fortitude in suffering; earth the scene.
and man the object. It is He who asks,
"Lovest thou meT' And he of whom He
asks it, is this man, the intelligent specta-
tor of all this love; aye, its chosen and
cherished object.

If Christ was not nearly related to us, as
those other beings are. that might oc the
reason of the difference in their favor. But
who is so closely related to us. so intimately
joined to us, as Christ? He formed us. and
in Him we live, movc, and have our being.
Does not that imply nearness? Is He divine,
while we are human? He is human as well
as divine-one of the brotllerhood of flesh
and blood. He came down to earth to take
our nature on Him. nor went He up to
heaven again without it. There it is-our
humanity allied to Divinity. Divinity radiant
through it on the throne. Is He not related to
us? He says of everyone who docs the will
of His Father, "The same is my brother, and
sister and mother." Matthew 12:50. That
alone relatcs us to Him more than all human
ties. But that is not all. Christ is the Husband
of the church. He is one with it. If weare His
disciples, He is the Vine and we the
branches-He the Head and we the mem-
betS. Yca, "we arc the membetS of his body,
of his flesh, and of his bones." Ephesians
5:30. Does not this express a ncar and
intimate relation? Now it is One so ncar to
us. so joined to us. who asks, "Lovest thou
meT'

Have our friends. whom we are so
conscious of loving, done marc for us
than Christ, or made greater sacrifices
for us? Are we under greater persona I
obligations to them?

"Which of all our friends. to save us.
Could or would have shed his blood?
But this Saviour died to have us
Reconciled. in Him, to God."

And yet we know wc love those
friends, but this Friend! We know not
whether we love Him or not-we only
hope we do!

Do other beings find such difficulty
in loving Christ? And are they at such a
loss to know when they do Jove Him?
Oh no. His Father testifies, "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
Matthew 3: 17. And He is called also His
well-beloved, His dear Son. All the an-
gels of God love and wotShip Him, and
delight to ascribe infinite worthiness to
Him. II is only men who find any diffi-
culty in loving Christ. It is only the
human heart that hesitates and hangs
back. Is there any reason for this-any
reason why men should be the last to
love Christ and why they should love
Him least of all who behold His loveli-
ness? I see none. but I think I see rea-
sons many, and strong, and tender, why
we should be first, and most forward,
and warmest in our affection to Him.
How many worlds He passed to alight on
this! How many created natures He re-
jected, when from all of them He chose
the human to be united to Divinity! Jt
may be said of other creatures, "He loved
them;" but of men only can it be added,
"and gave himself for them." And yet
who is so backward to love Him as
redeemed man? Not tardy merely. Oh
how parsimonious [very sparing] of His
love-loving Him so little. that often He
cannot ascertain if he loves at all! Shame,
where is thy blush; and sorrow. where
the tear?

Oh how different Christ's love to us
from ours to Him! We havc not to ask
Him if He loves us. If anyone should
ever ask that question of Jesus, He would
say, "Behold my hands and my feet."
Luke 24:39. He beatS on His very body
the marks of His love to us. But what
have we to point to as proofs of our love
to Him? What has it done for Him?
What suffered? Oh, the contrast! His
love. so strong! Ours, so indolelll! So
high, so deep. so long, so broad His
lovc, its dimensions cannot be compre-
hended, it passeth knowledge; while ours
is so limited, and so minute. it eludes
research!

"Dear Lord! and shall we ever live at
this poor dying rate? Our love so faint.
so cold to thee. and thine to liS so great?"
-Nevins. 0

Review alld Herold, ovember 17, 1863.

The Patience of the Saints
Continued from 7

I am indeed not speaking lightly of
faith in Jesus, that is the first step. But
thcre is a step still higher than that.
which this people must take. "And the
life which I now live. I live by the
faith of the Son of God." That faith that
He had must be ours. and will be ours.

The people spoken of here have fitSt
then, the patience ofthe saints. They endure.
They never give up, whatever the difficul-
ties may be. Then they keep the command-
ments. And then they have the faith ofJesus,
the same faith He had. What a wonderful
thing! What a wonderful people!

I will close with the first promise in
the Bible:

"1 will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel." Genesis 3: 15.

That enmity. friends, is our salvation.
Paraphrasing, I would read: '"I will put
enmity between thee. Satan, and the
church. I will put hatred there. I will put
hatred for sin in the heart of My people."
That hatred will help us to stop sinning!
That hatred is our salvation.

As long as sin is alluring, as long as
there is a tendency toward sin in our
hearts, we arc not on safc ground. For
yeatS after I became an Adventist I had
trouble about smoking. Not that I ever
smoked, not once. But I dreamed again
and again that I would awake, go to the
window where my pipe used to lie. light
it, and start around the corner where I
would meet some Adventist. Then I
would wake up and thank the Lord it was
only a dream. I did not smoke, but nei-
ther did 1 hate it. As long as we are in
that condition with reference to sin we
arc on dangerous ground. We need to
pray to God to help us to hate sin, and
when we get that hatrcd in OllT hearts, so
that the things we once loved we now
hate; when we really get to hate sin. wc
wi II stop it.

This is the first promise in the Bible;
and what a wonderful promise it is! God
help us to hate sin, to abominate [abhor I
it, so that all that has to do with sin will
appear in our sight as it does in God's
sight. Then we shall have complete vic-
tory, without fear of falling. May God
help us to be willing to go through the
experience that will help us to stand with
Him on the sea of glass. 0

Review and Herald, June 9, 1926
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THE secret of Satan's over
God's professed people in the
dcccitfulnctis of the human heart.

Their constant stumbling and falling
reveal that they have not maintained a
stern connict with their besetting sins.
They have not depended wholly upon
Chris!., because they have not realized
thai they aTC in peril of being over-
come by these sins. 11 is the sin which

appears small and ullworthy of OUf no-
lice against which we tihould be on our
guard. If we could understand how
deeply we injure OUf own souls and
cause unhappiness to those around liS
by giving loose rein to unsanctifiecl
lhoughts and unholy actions. we would
strive to put them away. Vve would
cooperate with Goel in working out our
own salvation.

OUr
lkselli11!J
Si1l$

It is the inclination to l:XCUSC our
moral defccts that leads to thc cultiva-
tion of Sill. We must n(:ver forgct that
God ascribes sill to the OIlC who lrans-
gress(:s; it is not rcgistcn.::c1 against. Sa-
tan, but the sinner. God never
acc..'cpts the agency of Salnn as an ex-
cuse for the committal of one sin. When
there is any excuse for a seemingly
wrong act, it is not sin. Satan triumphs
when he hears thL' professed follower
of Chrisl offering excuses for his de-
fects of character. Sin uHrepetlted of,
ullcollkssed, call never bl: blolll:d from
the books of God's rl:cord. Through
faithful, thorough confession uf sin,
the heart is cleansed from its moral
impurity. There must be a forsl.lking of
the sins the Lord has reproved, bcfure
the soul can stand acquiwx! beron: God,
humbli.:d and repentant, rcalizing that
he has served Satan, pleased him, glo-
rified him, and dishonored his Lord.

The love of money is the besetting
sin or many. Mell and WOlllL::n who pro-
fl:::>s to wort'hip thL:: true God becume so
deceived in their pursuit aftcr riches that
they suppose gain 10 be godliness. ThL::
aposth; Paul d\.)c!ar0s: ··Godliness with
contentment is gn.::at gain. For we brought
nothing into thi:; world, alld it is certain
Wl,) can carry nothing out. And having
food i1nd raiment [0t LIS be t!le.fl:with
content. But they that will be. rich fall
into temptation and a snaro, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which
drown men in destruction and perdition.
For the [OVl:. of mOl1c.y is the root of all
eviL which while S0111e covded after,
thL::y have erred from the. faith, alld
picrccd themselves through with many
sorrows. But thOll, 0 mall of God, llee
these things; and follow after righteous-
ness, godlinl:ss, faith. love. patience.
meekness. Fight the good fight or faith,
lay hold on eternal life, whcrl:unto thou
art also called." I Timothy 6:6-12.

The length and happiness of Our livl:s
consists not in the. amollnt of our earthly
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I t is Satan's work to tempt; it is man's work toresist, and, in the name and strength of Jesus,
to say, "It is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve."

possessions. The foolish rich man, in his
suprcme selfishness, laid up for himself
treasures that he could not usc. He em-
bezzled his lord'$ goods that he might
add 10 his increasing store or worldly
possessions. Had he used his means HS
God required, there would have been no
necessity for him to tear down his barns
that he might build greater. He would
have needed no more room for his goods.
Had he used his wealth as a bounty from
God, he would havc laid up trC<l$ure in
heaven. rind would h:lve been rich to-
ward God. So who ll!)C their wealth
in doing good will sec no ncccssity for
large accumulations in this world. Their
treasure will be used to advance the
cause of God.

The church of Christ h ..IS been
blessed with great adv<lntnges and pre-
cious privileges. God Iws given to His
people prophets, apostles, pastors, and
teachas, "for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the minbtry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ:'
Ephesians 4: 12. But there arc som,,::
who arc ncver able to cOllle to a knowl-
edge of the truth. Fillcd wilh sdf-suffi-
ciency, they will not place themselvcs
in the position of learncrs. They desire
10 be tcachcrs and leaders. To tlll:se
self-exalted ones God says: "Thus sailh
the high and lofty Olle that inlwbitcth
eternity, name is I dwell
in the high ano holy with him
abo that is of a contrite and humble
spirit. to the of the humble.
and to heart of the contrite
ones:' Isaiah 57: 15. True greatness docs
not depend upon but upon
purity and ficklity. Our worthincss is
not foulld in self, but in Christ. We me
estimated by our faith in the Saviour,
by the truth and rectitude lmonll up-
rightnessl of our Shun the perils
of self-exaltation, and be clothed with
humility; for God proud,
but giveth grace unlO the humblc. The
scrV<:ltllS of Chrisl arc to consecrate
their lives to His service, revealing His
eharaclCr in the bcauty of holiness.

Whcn the temptations of Satan arc
yielded to, mind and heart arc brought
into captivity to a supcrnatural power.
]n the plaee of submitting themselves
to Christ, men surrender thcmselvcs to
Satan. and then pass judgment upon
the Most High bccause they arc not
happy under the jurisdiction of the ruler
they have chosen. "Rebellion," God
dl:.c1ares, "is ..IS the sin of witchcrafl."
I Samuel 15:23. 11 le'lels souls onto

Satan'$ ground. "Your words have been
stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye
say, What have wc spoken so much
against thee? Ye have said, h is vain to
serve God: and whal profit is it thm we
h<Jve kept his ordinance, and that we
have walked mournfully before the
LOIw of hosts? And now wo call the
proud happy; yea, they that work wick-

edness arc Sl:t lip; yea, they that tempt
God are delivered." Malachi 3: 13-15.
This is thc Ianguag.,; procl:.cding from
the rebellious heart. Once your
fect in Satan's steps, and this power of
argulllent will cOllle to you, <.Ind yOll
will be powerless to resist iL

It is Satan's work to lcmpt; it is
mall's work to n.:sist, am!. in thl:. name
and strength of Jesus, to say, --It is
writtcn, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve'"
MatLhcw 4: 10. Human nature of ilself
is utterly helpless before the wiles of
Satan, but it is our privilege to plead
with God for strength, and to rcceive
it. Jesus given us all example to
show how we may mcd and conquer
Satan. At infinitc cost the Son of God
camc into the world to countcrwork the
work of the enemy. He caml:. to dcstroy
sin <.Ind bring in rightcollsness by en R

abling the human agent to cooperate
with the divine. He took His stand
upon the \Vord of God. '"It is writtl:.n,"'
was thl:. weapon with which He met
and repulscd thl:. encmy. Christ oblained
the victory ill behalf of lhc world, and
thus He made it po::;sible for man to
become complete. in Him, not having
his own righteousness, but tlw right·
e.ousness or Christ.

A holy life is accessible to every
repenting, believing child of God. We
arc to work out thal which Christ works
in. Then work, Christian brcthren and
sislers. "work out your OWI1 salvation
with fear and trembling. For it is God
which worketh in you both to will and
to do of his good pleasure." Philippians

2: 12-13. Every provision has been
made thai you shall comc off more
than conqucrors. S<Jtan is seeking to
overcome you, but it is your privilege
to turn to the Sun of Righteousness. He
is waiting, longing to fill your heart
with His love, that your joy may be
full. Hold the faith with a finn hand,
but be Slire that you hold it ill right R

eOllsness. Live by faith, as seeing Him
who b invisibh:. All your words. all
your acts, arc 0pl:.n bel ore the eycs of
Him with whom you have to 00. Noth-
ing is hid from the all-seeing eye of the
Eternal. Then act as if you realized
that yOll were in the presencc of the
heavenly angels, and in the of
God.

"The fruit or the Spiril is lOVe, joy.
peacc, longsuffcring, gentleness, good-
ness, [<.lith, meekness, tempemncc: ag;.linsl

there is no law. And lhl:.y thai an..:
Christ's have crucified the with the
affections and lusts. If wc livc in the
Spirit, let liS also walk in the Spiril.'·
Galatians 5:22-25. When we arc enlight-
ened by the Spirit of God, we shall
behold only the glory or Jcsu.s. Seeing
nothing but deformity in ourselvl:.s, we
shall fix our eyes in faith upon
And .as we contemplate lhl.: beauty of
Christ's ehar"lcter, we become trans-
fOfmed into lhe divine likeness. ··We all,
with open face beholding as in a
the glory of the Lord. an.': changed into
the smne imagc from glory 10 glory. even
as by thl:. Spirit of the Lord."
2 Corinthians 3: 18. 0

Sigll,"; of ,Iu! 77l11es, Deccmbcr 13, 1899.

··So long as Satan reigns, we shall have
self lo subdue, besetting sins to ovcr-
come; so long as life shaH last, lhere will
be no stopping place, no point which we
can reaeh and say, I have fully attained.
Sanctification is the result of lifelong
obedience." ACTS ofcite Aposcles, 560-561.
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The Idolatry of Immorality

A ND Israel abode in Shittim, and
the people began to commit
whoredom with the daughters of

Moab. And they called the people unto
the sacrifices of their gods: and the people
did eat, and bowed down to their gods.
And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor:
and the anger of the LORD was kindled
against Israel. And the LORD said unto
Moses, Take all the heads of the people,
and hang them up before the LORD against
the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD
Illay be turned away from Israel. And
Moses said unto the judges of Israel,
Slay ye everyone his men that were
joined unto Baalpeor. ... And those that
died in the plague weTC twenty and fOUT
thousand." Numbers 25: 1-5,9.

The last attack of Satan on the Exodus
movement just before the crossing of the
Jordan into the Promised Land was an
appeal to the indulgence of sexual passion
which led to the terrible sin of Baalpeor
effecting 24,000 members, including many

leaders. Immorality is the climax and ulti-
mate sequence of worldly conformity. It is
the greatest of all the sins in leading God's
people worldward. The Lord gave ancient
Israel many warnings against licentiousness
and immorality as the worst fonns of idola-
try. See Deuteronomy 22:20-24; 23: 14, 17;
24:1-4.

Form of Idolatry

That immorality is a fonn of idolatry is
evident frol11l11any scriptures. In Ephesians
5:3-5 and Colossians 3:5, fornication, un-
cleanness, filthiness, inordinate affection,
and evil concupiscence [unrestrained sexual
craving] are enumerated among the lusts of
the flesh which constitute idolatry. In Psalms
106:28, 35-38 we arc told tl,at when the
Israelites "joined themselves to Baalpeor"
they '''sacrificed their sons and their daugh-
ters unto devils" and "'sacrificed unto the
idols of Canaan" and "'served their idols:
which were a snare unto them." Idolatry is

defined as ""inordinate love and admira-
tion." False worship and moral corruption
have always gone hand in hand. TI,e friend-
ship of the world or worldliness is called
adultery in James 4:4. This is not only
because union with the world constitutes
spiritual fornication, but also because physi-
cal licentiousness has always been the cli-
max of abandonment to the spirit of world-
liness. The most worldly and idolatrous
ages of human history have also been the
most immoral and corrupt.

Satanic Religion

Satan's religion is pictured in Revela-
tion 17 as a "harlot" with whom "the kings
of the earth have committed fornication,"
because apostasy from the religion of the
true God and fornication have always been
linked together. "Harlotry [habitual lewd-
ness, prostitution] is the standing symbol in
the Word of God of a debauched worship,
idolatry, and false devotion. When people
worship for God what is not god, and give
their hearts to idols, or institute systems,
doctrines, rites, or administrations, to take
the place of what God has revealed or
appointed, the scriptures call it whoredom,
adultery, fornication. The reason is obvious.
The breaking down of the divine laws and
ordinances necessarily carries with it the
breaking down of the marriage institution,
and hence all supports of godly chastity and
pureness. Accordingly all false religions are
ever attended with lewdness, even in con-
nection with their most sacred rites." The
Apocalypse, Sciss, vol. 3, 113. See Isaiah
1:21; Jeremiah 3:1, 3, 6-9; Ezekiel 16:32.
This figure is appropriate because fornica-
tion and adultery are fonns of false affection
which prostitutes the most sacred part of the
nature to alien purposes. The alienation of
the heart's affections and allegiance from
Christ is a violation of the most sacred ties
that bind a Christian to Christ and is there-
fore designated as spiritual fornication.

Paganism Corrupt

"Because that, when they knew God,
they glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, and changed the glory of the
incorruptible God into an image made like
to corruptible man, and to birds, and
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
Wherefore God also gave them up to un-
cleanness through the lusts of their own
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies be-
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tween themselves: who changed the truth of
God into a lie, and worshipped and served
the creature more than the Creator, who is
blessed for ever. Amen. For this eause God
gave them up unto vile affections: for even
their women did change the natural use into
that which is against nature: and likewise
also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward
another; men with men working thai which
is lmseemly, and receiving in themselves
that recompense of their error which was
meet. And even as they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave them
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things
which are not convenient; being filled with
all unrighteousness, fornication, wicked-
ness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity;
whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, de-
spiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents, without un-
derstanding, covenant-breakers, without
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:
who knowing the judgment of God, that
they which commit such things are worthy
of death, not only do the same, but have
pleasure in them that do them." Romans
1:21-32.
One cannot read this description of

idolatry without knowing that it is insepara-
bly connected with licentiousness. "All pa-
ganism is at bottom a worship of nature in
some foml or other.... The mystery of birth
was the deepest mystery of nature; it lay at
the root of all thoughtful paganism, and
appeared in various fonns, some of a more
innocent, others a more debasing type. To
ancient pagan thinkers, as well as modem
men of science, the key and the hidden
secret of the origin and preservation of the
universe lay in the mystery of sex.... Upon
such basis as this rested almost all the
Polytheistic worship of the old civilization;
and to it may be traced back stage by stage
the separation of divinity into male and
female gods, the deification of distinct
powers of nature, and the idealization of
man's own faculties and desires and lusts;
where every power of his understanding
was embodied as an object of adoration, and
every impulse of his will became an incar-
nation of deity." Encyclopedia Britanica.

Mount Peor

"And Balak brought Balaam unto the
top of Peor, that Iooketh toward
Jeshimon." Numbers 23:28.

Mount Pear was on the east side of the
Jordan over against Jerico, and was one of
the mountains from whieh Balaam attempted

to curse Israel. Baalpeor was an idol whose
worship was attended with the most degrad-
ing and licentious rites. A great temple
crowned the summit of Mount Pear which
was dedicated to the worship of Baal and
Ashtaroth, the chief god and goddess of the
Moabites and Midianites. It was to a great
religious festival in this temple on Mount
Pear that Balaam invited the Israelites, and
those who attended were beguiled and led
into worldliness and licentiousness and thus
into idolatry.

"Having defiled their consciences by
lewdness, they were persuaded to bow
down to idols. They offered sacrifice
upon heathen altars and participated in
the most degrading rites.

'''It was not long before the poison had
spread, like a deadly infection, through elle
camp of Israel. Those who would have
conquered their enemies in battle were
overcome by the wiles of heathen women.
The people seemed to be infatuated. The
rulers and the leading men were among the
first to transgress, and somany ofthe people
were guilty that the apostasy became na-
tional." Patriarchs and Prophets, 454.

Moses Aroused

"When Moses was aroused to perceive
the evil, the plots of their enemies had been
so successful that not only were the Israel-
ites participating in the licentious worship at
Mount Peor, but the heathen rites were
coming to be observed in the camp of Israel.
Thc aged leader was filled with indignation,
and the wraell of God was kindled. Their
iniquitous practices did that for Israel which
all the enchantments of Balaam could not
do-they separated them from God. By
swift-coming judgments the people were
awakened to the enormity of their sin. A
terrible pestilence broke out in the camp, to
which tens of thousands speedily fell a prey.
God commanded that the leaders in this
apostasy be put to death by the magistrates.
This order was promptly obeyed. The of-
fenders were slain, then their bodies were
hung up in sight of all Israel that the
congregation, seeing the leaders so severely
dealt with, might have a deep sense ofGod's
abhorrence of their sin and the terror of His
wrath against them."Patriarchs and Proph-
et,. 454-455.

Leaders Executed

"And Israel joined himself unto
Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Israel. And the LORD said
unto Moses, Take all the heads of the

people, and hang them up before the LORD
against the sun, that the fierce anger of the
LORD may be turned away from Israel. And
Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye
every one his men that were joined unto
Baalpeor." Numbers 25:3-5.

This divine sentence was pronounced
against the leaders who were guilty. The
guilty leaders were hanged and the others
who had commilted fornication were slain
with the sword and by the plague. The Lord
did not simply remove the guilty officials
from their positions, nor did He move them
to another part of the camp in an effort to
cover up their sins. The example of leader-
ship must be of the highest order and they
must be clean who bear the vessels of the
Lord. This prompt execution of the divine
sentence brought a revival and refonnation
into the camp. "With tears and deep humili-
ation" the Israelites confessed theirsins and
wept before God "at the door of the taber-
nacle. The priests and leaders had
prostrated themselves in grief and humilia-
tion, weeping 'between the porch and the
altar: and entreating the Lord to spare His
people, and give not His heritage to re-
proach." Patriarchs alld Prophets, 455.

Final Cleansing

This earnest work of repentance and
confession on the part of the leaders and
members of the Exodus movement, when
they were made aware of their spiritual
destitution, brought about a spiritual revival
and refonnation that purged out the last of
the rebels and cleansed the movement for
entrance into the Promised Land. "The
judgments visited upon Israel fortheirsin at
Shittim, destroyed the survivors of that vast
company, who, nearly forty years before,
had incurred the sentence, "They shall surely
die in the wilderness.' The numbering of the
people by divine direction, during their
encampment on the plains ofJordan, showed
that 'of them whom Moses and Aaron the
priest numbered, when they numbered the
children of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai

there was not left a man of them, save
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the
son of Nun." Ibid., 456. This last auack of
Satan proved a blessing in disguise to the
movement as a whole by shaking out the last
of the rebels and in giving the others a vision
of the sinfulness of sin which lead to godly
sorrow and repentance.

Advent Movement

"Neither let LIS commit fornication,
as some of them committed, and fell in
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Sensual indulgence weakens the mind and
debases the soul. The moral and intellectual

powers are benumbed and paralyzed by the
gratification of the animal propensities,

onc day three and twenty Ihollsand...
Now all these things happcncd unto thcm
for cnsamplcs: and they orc written for
our admonition, upon whom thc ends of
the world arc cOllle. Whereforc lei him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall.·' I Corinthians 10:8, 11-12.

After quoling thcsc verscs thc servant
of the Lord wrote: "All along through
the ages there arc strewn wrecks of char-
acter that have been stranded upon the
rocks of sensual indulgence. As we ap-
proach the close of time. as the people of
God stand upon the borders of the heav-
enly Canaan. Satan will. as of old. re-
double his efforts to prevent them from
entering the goodly land." Ibid., 457.

"S<ltan's snares arc laid for us as verily
as they were laid for the children of Israel
just prior to their entrance into the land of
Canaan. We arc repeating the history of that
people." Testimonies. vol. 5, 160.

." was pointed back to ancient .Israel.
BUI two of the adults of the vust am1Y that
left Egypt cntercd thc land ofCanaan. Their
dead bodics wcrc strewn in the wildcrness
becausc of their transgressions. Modem
rsrael arc in greatcr danger of forgetting
God <lnd bcing led into idolatry than were
His ancient people. Many idols arc wor-
shiped, even by professed Sabbatllkeepers."
Testimonies. vol. I, 609.

\Vorldly

"Satan is cominually seeking to over-
come the people of God by breaking
down the barriers which separate them
from thl: world. Ancient Israel were en-
liced into sin when they ventured into
forbidden association with the heathen.
In a similar manner arc modern Israel
led astray'" The Great 508.

"He lays his snares for every souL It
is not thc ignorant and uncultured merely
that nced to be guarded; he will prepare
his temptations for those in the highest
posilions, in the most holy office; if he
can lead them to pollute their souls. he
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can through thcm destroy many. And he
employs thc same agents now as he Clll-
ployed threc thousand years ago. By
worldly friendships, by the charms of
beauly, by pleasure seeking. mirth, fcast-
ing, or the wine cup, he tempts to the
violation of the scvclllh commandment.·'
Patriarchs and Prophets. 457-458.

The God of Passion

Many today arc worshiping the god of
lustful passion. "Satan seduced Israel into
licentiousness before leading them to idola-
tT)'. TIlose who will dishonor God's image
and defile His temple in their own persons
will not scruple at any dishonor to God that
will gratify the desire of their depmved
hearts. Sensual indulgence weakens the
mind and debases the soul. T11e morJI and
intellectual powers are benumbed and para-
lyzed by the gratification of the animal
propensities; and it is impossible for the
slave of passion fO realize the sacred obliga-
tion of the law of God. to appreciate the
atonement, orto place a right value upon the
soul. Goodness, purity, truth, reverence
for God, and lovc for sacred things-all
those holy affections and noble desires that
link men with the heavenly world-arc
consumed in the fires of lust. The soul
becomcs a blackened and desolate waste,

the habitation of lhe evil spirits, and the
'cage of every unclean and hateful bird.'
Revelation 18:2. Beings fonned in the im-
age ofGod arc dragged down to a level with
the bnucs:' Ibid., 458.

A Gradual Moral Decline

"A long preparatory process, unknown
to the; world, goes 011 in the heart before
the Christian commits open sin. Thl: mind
docs not comc down at once rrom purity
and holiness to depravity, corruption, and
crime. Lt takes time to degrade those
formed in the image of God to the brutal
or the satanic. By beholding we become

changed. By lhe indulgence of impure
thoughts man C.l1l so educate his mind
that sin which he once lo,Hhed will be-
come pleasant to him.

"Satan is using evcry mcans to make
crime and vice popular. We C:lnnot
walk fhe streets of our cities without en-
countcring naring notices of crime pre-
sented in somc novel. or to be acted at some
theater. The mind is educated to familiarity
with sin. The course pursued by the base
and vile is kept before the people in the
periodicals of the day, and everything that
can excite passion is brought before them in
exciting stories. They hear and read so
much ofdebasing crime that the once tender
conscience. which would have recoiled with
horror from such scencs. becomes hard-
ened, and they dwell upon these things with
greedy interest." Ibid., 459.

An Immoral Age

"And God saw thm the wickedness of
man \Vas great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually:' Genesis 6:5.

This same condition will again pre-
vail just before the return of Christ. "Bul
as the duys of Noe werc, so shall the
coming of tJ1C Son of man he. For as in
the days that were before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into lhe ark, And knew not" until
the flood cnmG, and look them all away:
so shall also the coming of the Son of
tIlan be." Mauhew 24:37-39.
'The growing compromise with the

world on the part of the large proportion of
the mcmbership ofour churches. the neglect
of real prayer and the inactiviry in real soul-
winning work, cannot but fill any intelligcnt
and properly instructed Christian with a
sorrow that almost breaks the heart.
Conditions in our universities, colleges,
high schools and grade schools. not mcrely
the religiolls conditions, but the moral con-
ditions, arc terrible beyond expression. I
could not put into print things that have
come under my observation as to the slump.
not only in the mooesty. but in the mOrdl
decency, not only among our young men
and boys, but among our young women and
girls:' Moody Bible Institute Monthly. July
1927.

Antilype of Baal-peor

No person can read the following named
chapters from the Spirit of Prophecy regard-
ing the sin of immorality in the



Cleanse the camp of this moral corruption, if it
takes the highest men in the highest positions.

God will not be trifled with. Fornication is in our
ranks; I know it, for it has been shown me to be
strengthening and extending its pollutions.

church without knowing that we have come
to the antitype of the Baal-pcor experience
of ancient Israel, and that we arc therefore
on the very borders ofthc heavenly Canaan.
Sec "Agents of' Satan:' 'lestilllol/ies, vol. 5,
137-148; "The Appearance of Evil," Ibid.,
591-603; "'Moral Pollution" Tesrimonies'.
vol. 2, 346-353; "An Appeal to the Church:'
Ibid., 439-489. These references and many
others picture conditions of worldliness and
immorality mnong church members just
before the end that is sad to contemplate.
We are told that many leaders will fall
through this last attack of Satan. The::ie
conditions will result in the message that
bri.ngs the shaking and purifies the Advent
movement.

"Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and
sound an alarm in my holy mount.ain: let
all the inhabitants of the land t.remble:
for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is
nigh at hand.. Therefore also now,
saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with
all your hearl, and with fasting, and with
weeping, and with mourning: and rend
your heart, and not your garments, and
tum unto the LORD your God: for he is
graciolls and mercirul, slow to anger, and
of great kindness, and repenteth him of
the evil. Who knoweth if he will return
and repent, and leave a behind
him; even a mea! offering and a drink
offcring unto the LORn your God? Blow
the trumpct in Zion, sanctify n fast, call a
solemn asscmbly: Gather the people,
sanctify the congregation, assemble the
elders, gathcr the children, and those that
::>uck the breasts: let the bridegroom go
forth of his chamber, and the bride out of
her closet. Let the priests, the rninisters
of the LORD, wecp between thc porch
and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy
people, a LORD, and give not thine heri-
tClgC to reproach, that the heathen should
rule over them: wherefore should they
say among the people, Where is their
God?" Joel 2: 1,12-17. This is the
Laodicean message and the same lan-
guage is lIsed in describing the conster-
nation of the loyal leaders in connection
with the Baal-peor cxperience. The final
execution will begin with the "'ancient
men" or "ciders" who minister in the
Lord's housc. See Ezekiel 9:4-9.

Day of Execution

The day of execution in modem Israel
will come and the Lord will cleanse the
church of all moral pollution. "Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the church, and g,we himself for it; that he

might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash-
ing of water by the word, that he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing;
but that it should be holy and without
blemish." Ephesians 5:25-27.

"Cleanse the camp of this moral
tion, ir it takes the highest men in the highest
positions. God will not be trifled with.

Fornication is in our ranks; 1 know it, for it
has been shown me to be strengthening and
extending its pollutions. There is much we
will never know; but that which is revealed
makes the church responsible and guilty
unless they show a determined effort to
eradicate the evil. Cleanse the camp, for
there is an accursed thing in it." Testimonies
to Mil/islers. 427-428.

"The time has come for earnest and
powerful effort' to rid the church of the
slime and filth which is tarnishing her
purity." Ibid., 450.

"Shall the sacred vessel, whom God
is to USe for a high and holy work, be
dragged from its lofty, cOlltrolling sphere
to administer to debasing lust? Is not this
idol worship of thc most degrading
kind?-the lips uttering praises and ador-
ing a sinful human being, pouring forth
expressions of ravishing tenderness and
adulation which belong alonc to God-
the powers given to God in solemn con-
secration administering to a harlot; for
any woman who will allow the addresses
of another man than her husband, who
will listen to his advances, and whose
ears will be pleased with the outpouring
of lavish words of affection, of adora-
tiOll, of endearment, is a11 adulteress and
a harlot.·' Ibid., 434-435.

The Church Purged

"lsrael's sin at Beth-pear brought the
judgments of God upon the nation, and
though rhe same sins may not now be
punished as speedily, they will as surely
meet retribution." Pa.triarchs and Proph-
ets, 461. "The church is corrupt because

of her mcmbers who defile their bodies
and pollute their souls.... But the days
of purification of the church are hastvll+
ing on apace. God will have [t people
pure and true. In the mighty sifting soon
to take plnce we shall be better able 1.0
measure the strength or Israel. The signs
reveal that the time is ncar when the
Lord will manifest that His fan is in His

hand, and He will thoroughly purge His
floor. In this time thc gold will be
separated rrom tlw dross in the church.
True godliness will be clearly distin-
guished from the appearance and tinsel
of it. Many a star that we have admired
for its brilliancy will the11 go oUl in
darkness. Chaff like a cloud will be borne
away all the wind, even from places
where we sec only noars of rich wheat.
All who assume the ornaments of the
sanctuary, but arc not clothed with
Christ's rightcouZ:>lless, will appear in t.he
shame of their own nakedness. . Then
will the church of Christ" appeClr 'f<lir ..IS
the mOOl1, clear as the sun, and terrible
as an army with banners.' Song of
Solomon 6: to. " Testimonies, vol. 5, 79-
82. This is a description of the church
during the latter rain and loud cry.

The Shakiug Time

That the shaking timc will also be the
result of the preaching of lhe Laodicean
message is evident from the following:
'" askcd the meaning of the shaking I
had seen and was shown that it would be
caused by the straight testimony called
forth by tho counsel of the True Witness
to the Laodiccans. This will have its
effect upon the heart of the receiver, and
will lead him to exalt the standard and
pour forl"h the straight truth. Some will
not bear this straight testimony. They
will rise up against it., and this is what
\vill cause a shaking :mlOng God's people.

'"1 saw that the testimony or the True
Witness has not been hall' heeded. The

Cuntinllcd 011 30
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o£'rrial& - III

ONE night a man had a dream. He
dreamed he was walking along
the beach with the Lord. Across

the sky flashed scenes from his life. For
each scene, he noticed two sets of foot-
prints in the sand; onc belonged to him,
and the other to the Lord.

When the last scene of his life llashed
before him, he looked back at the foot-
prints in the sand. He noticed that many
limes along the path of his life there was
only one set of footprints. He also no-
ticed that it happened at the very lowest
and saddest times of his life.

This really bothered him and he ques-
tioned the Lord about it. "Lord,you said that
once I decided to follow You, You'd walk
with me all the way. But I have noticed that
during the most troublesome times in my
life, there is only one set of footprints. I
don', understand why when r needed You
Illost You would leave me."

The Lord replied, "My precious, pre-
cious child, I love you and would never

leave YOli. During your times of trial and
suffering, when yOli sec only one set of
footprints, it was then that I carried you."'
Title: Footprints in the Sand

We will never know how much the Lord
has protected and helped us until we have a
chance to talk with our guardian angels. I
am sure those will be fascinating conversa-
tions. Many things that we could never
dream about are going on behind the scenes
in this battle between good and evil. God is
continually sending His good angels to do
battle for us against the evil angels. Let us
discuss four ways in which the Lord helps
us: He sends light as we go forward; He
provides the comfort of His presence; He
raises up friends; and He overturns evil
circumstances in such a way that they work
for our good.

J. GOD SENDS LIGHT AS WE GO
FORWARD-God gives us light only as
we need it, and sometimes it seems we have
to wait awhile for it after we see the need.
He leads us as we go forward, stepping out

in faith, seeking Him for guidance. As we
follow ti,e light in His Word, He will open
and close the doors of circumstances, and
give us impressions as to what we should
do. For example, in deciding which college
to attend, you need to go forward-first
seeking information on each college. Ask
for wisdom to know what you need in a
college. Then after choosing two or three
that best suit your needs, apply to them.
Whichever college accepts you may be
considered to be the result of the Lord
opening and closing doors. Ifmorc than one
accepts you, and current infonnation does
not indicate lhat one is better than thc other,
the prayer for wisdom is again in order. If
by a certain deadline more wisdom does not
come, then pray for that impression of the
Holy Spirit as to which one to choose.

Missionary Eric B. Hare tells the story
of his escape from war-tom Burma. He and
five missionaries had all their belongings
packed into two cars. They were making
good time until they came to the lrrawaddy

--------1 Doneta Wrate1--------
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H e [Jerome] renounced his former
recantation at the next council, and made a

defense of his faith, choosing to walk with God
into the flames rather than to live this life
without Him.

River, which was twelve miles wide, and
with no way to cross; there were no 1:x>ats
crossing it anymore. At last they hired two
large country boats and tied them together,
but they could not find any big, long planks
to put across the 1:x>ats on which to put the
cars. There was a sawmill in the town of
Myingyan, three miles away, but it was
locked up. The owner and workmen had
fled into the country, and no one knew
where they were. Eric and his associates
were stuck. They heard the boatmen laugh-
ing at their trouble:

"They will have to leave their cars
and go across the river in canoes!" pre-
dicted one.

''I'm going to have a wheel !" ''I'm going
[Q have a suitcase!" delighted others.

Sick and weary, Eric turned to God in
prayer: "0 God, it would not be as hard to
get only five of us across the river as it was
to get the children of Israel across the Red
Sea." But no answer came. Eric prayed
again and again; midnight came, but no
answer. Oneo'clock, two, three, fOUTo'clock,
and then the answer came: The still small
voice seemed to say in his heart, "Go to the
sawmill in the town. Go now!" He woke up
the boatman and said, "My God has just told
me to go now to the sawmill."

"All right," he said, "I'll go with
you." They got a bullock wagon and
went into the town, and they found the
gates of the sawmill opcn! The son of
the mill owner had come for some im-
portant papers and had just opened the
gates as they arrived. He sold them four
big, long planks, and they loaded them
onto the cart and drove out of the gate!
The mill-owner's son came out after them,
closed the gate, and went back to his
father's hiding place.

The old boatman and Eric walked in
silence for a while behind the planks that
Eric's God had provided for them. The
boatman touched Eric's hand and said,
"Your God did talk to you, didn't He?"

As the Lord spokc to Eric B. Hare in
those early morning hours, so He can
guide and direct each of us in the deci-
sions we need to make throughout life.

2. GOD PROVIDES THE COM-
FORT OF HIS PRESENCE-"And all
the way up the steep road leading to
eternal life are wellsprings of joy to
refresh the weary. Those who walk in
wisdom's ways are, even in tribulation,
exceeding joyful; for He whom their soul
loveth walks, invisible, beside them. At
each upward step they discern distinctly
the touch of His hand; at every step
brighter gleamings of glory from the Un-

seen fall upon their path; and their songs
of praise, reaching ever a high note,
ascend to join the songs of angels before
the throne." Moullt oj Blessings, 140.

"La, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world. Amen." Matthew
28:20.

The Reformers Huss and Jerome lived
during the sixteenth century. When Huss left
for Constance, Jerome promised him that if
he were betrayed into imprisonment and
martyrdom, he would do all he could to
help. When Huss was cast into the dungeon
Jerome kept his word. But upon arriving at
Constance, Jerome soon discovered that not
only was there not anything he could do for
Huss, but also that his own life was in
danger. Jerome escaped as quickly as he
could, but was captured before he reached
the safety ofhome. Huss was socn martyred.
The beloved Huss' death brought an uproar
among the people. The papists dared not so
soon do the same with Jerome, so they
detcnnined to break his spirit and bring him
to retract his beliefs. Jerome was chained in
prison in an extremely painful position, fed
on bread and water, and deprived of friend-
ships. After a few months, Jerome became
so sick he almost died. Afraid that they
might lose him to death before he recanted,
the papists treatcd him less severely.

After a year in prison under condi-
tions worse than death, Jerome was pre-
sented before the council. They gave
him the choice of recanting, or dying at
the stake.•"... but now, weakened by
illness, by the rigors of his prison house,
and the torture of anxiety and suspense,
eparated from his friends, and disheart-
ened by the death of Huss, Jerome's
fortitude gave way, and he consented to
submit 10 the council. He pledged him-
self 10 adhere 10 the Catholic faith." The
Great COlllroversy, Ill.

However, back in the solitude of his
dungeon, he was faced with a tortured
souL Doubts and remorse tormented him.
During the year of his sufferings in prison,

he still had peace and comfort in the
assurance of God's favor. Now he no
longer had this. He was left alone with
his guilt and grief. He had to make a
decision between a long life on earth
separated from the God he loved to serve,
or a short life walking in harmony with

his God. He thought of the examples of
the martyred Huss, and his divine Master
who had died on the cross for him.
Resolutely, he chose to uphold the God
he loved. He renounced his former re-
cantation at the next council, and made a
defense of his faith, choosing to walk
with God into the flames rather than to
live this life without Him.

"These examples of human steadfast-
ness bear witness to the faithfulness of
God's promises-of His abiding pres-
ence and sustaining grace. They tcstify
to the power of faith to withstand the
powers of the world. It is the work of
faith to rest in God in the darkest hour,
to feel, however sorely tried and tem-
pest-tossed, that our Father is at the helm.
The eye of faith alone can look beyond
the things of time to estimate aright the
worth of the eternal riches." Acts oj the
Apostles, 575-576.

3. GOD RAISES UP FRIENDS-
When God answers prayer He usually
inspires people to do the work He wanls
done. God's people are the means by
which His glory is to shine to thc world.
In addition to this, He sometimes in-
spires nonbelievers to work for Him. He
used the heathen King Xerxes to send
the children of Israel back to Jerusalem.
God raises up friends in various ways to
help His people in need. Here is a story
about one way He did so:

The manager of the large plantation
upon which Elder Stahl had established
the Metrano Mission became very angry
and wrote a letter of complaint to the
president of the corporation, General
Cooper. When Elder Stahl heard that the
General was coming to investigate, he
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T he more we look at a problem, the bigger it
becomes. That is the way to tum molehills

into mountains, Instead, let us commit the problem
to God, and keep our eyes onHis wisdom, power,
and the many ble&Sings He has given us.

clown trail to meet him and
establish a friendly relationship. Upon
greeting him. Eldl.:r Stahl said, ·'rm so
glad to have this opportunity to talk with
you about the mission."

"I Jon't W<lnt to talk lO you;· an
irritable General replied. ··The Indians
used to be savages: now they arc leading
good, clean lives:' responded Elder Swhl.

·'1 said J dUII'1 want to talk to you:'
repeatcd the General.

Elder Siahl bowcd and left. uter, at
the mis."ion, Elder Stahl felt imprcssed to
go to the planlation hl.:adquarlcrs and try
to speak to the General again. At the
hc,tdquartcrs, he found the Gencral suf-
fering from a hC'ld wound rcceivcd from
falling olT his horse soon aftcr rcbuffing
Elder Swhl. Elder Stahl. a man of peacc,
trea[cd the head wound. After he was
comfortable, the Gcneral w•.ls open to
talking about the mission, and they soon
cstablished a friendly rclationship.

The Lord raiscd up a friend from an
enemy in General Coopcr at thc timc
whcn he waS most needcd.

,I. GOD OVERTURNS EVIL CIR-
CUMSTANCES SO THAT THEY
WORK FOR OUR GOOD-Thc Lord
works in way:) mysterious to LIS. Though
Satan can try 10 us harm, thL: Lord
can turn the circumstances around to act
for our good. Wh01l Huss and Jerome
died, thc Reformation lost two great lead-
ers. However, good C..lmc from it, be-
cause the people who knew of them were

horrified when they heard of their mar-
tyrdom. It stirred lip an cven deeper
desire in them to study thc Bible and the
doctrines of thl": Rcfonners. and many
were thus lecl to 'lccept the reformed
faith.

Here is another way the Lord workcd
good from a plan for hann: Adlai Botross
was a prize-righter, drinkcr, and
makcr who in Egypt. Brother Fikry
came to his town to hold some mectings,
much to the dismay of sOllle of the people.
Thest:. enemies of Brother Fikry hired
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Adlai with thc promise of some money
and whiskey if he would disturb the
mectings. His instructions were to attend
a rnccting and sit by the lighl. After the
meeting starh::d, he was to [urn out the
light and yell. SOIlIC men would rush in
and beat lip Brother Fikry. However, at
the first mecting Adlai did not tllrn oul
the light. The songs touched his heart,
and hc listcned throug.hout the meeting.
However, he promised the enemies that
he would do it the second night, but he
failed to do so again.

··What"s the mattcr with youT asked
the enemies.

"That man i::. preaching the truth, and
you know it:' cmphasizcd Adlai. "If you
want to hurt him, you arc going to have
to go through me!"

After that the encmies wcre too afraid
of Adlai to disturb the meetings. The
Lord turned a bad situation into a good
OIlC.

Yes, there are four ways in which the
Lord lu.:lps us in troublesomc times. First
<lnd foremost, wc have the comfort of
His presence. Theil, as we go forward,
He guides us in the path He would havl.:
us to go. Along the way, He raises up
friends to help LIS. And then, there are
times when He will change
bad circumstances to work for our good.
In prayer and watchfulness let us watch
for the ways God is helping us, and
remember to give Him thanksgiving and
praise.

WHAT WE ARE 'OT TO DO

The stout, sturdy oak Irec had stood
in the: park for generations. h was rec-
ognized as a symbol of endurance.
Many gcnef,ltions of lovcrs had sal
under the tree as tcenagas, grown old
together, and had since passed on. Still,
the old tree had always been there-
through season after seaSon of storm,
cold, and heat. Yet one dark winter
night, the worst storm anyone rcmcm-

bered thundered <tcross the country.
Hurricane winds blasted through; light-
ening jagged across the sky! In an
instant the old oak trce cracked and
fell! The next day, many people gath-
ered around the dead old patriarch,
amazed that the storm had felled such
a sturdy, green tree-until someone
took a closer look at the base where
the tree had broken. "Look! Worms!
The heart of the trec is eaten through
with worms!"

The old o<.lk tree would never have
fallen if it had been able to keep the
worms out of its heart. We need to keep

worms out of our he<lf1s too: wc need
to keep out those worms which cal away
at our trust in God. Life's storms can
either strengthcn us and make us more
sturdy in the next storm, or else they can
cat away at our relationship with God
until we crack and fall.

We have alrc<ldy discussed how to relate
10 trials in such a way that they
us. Now let uS look at ways that drive a
wedge betwcen LIS and God: Dwell on triab;
rebel; repeat trials to others; doubt the
Spirit's leading; think God is trying to do us
harm; or ScI..:: failure.

.1. DWELL ON TRIALS-Let LIS
not koep our on the problems around
us. The morc we look at a problem, lhe
bigger it becomes. Thm is the way to
turn molehills into mountains. Instead,
lei liS comlllit the problem to God, and
keep our eyes on His wisdom, power,
and the many blessings He has given liS.

I alll nOI saying that we arc to ignorc thc
problem, but afta we have done all \Ve
can in His guidance, commit lhe problem
into His hands ,111l1 go on with life. If yOll
have grown so negative toward God by
dwelling on problems that you cannot
think of anything to be thankful for, you
can start with Ihe biggest blessing of
ull-Christ's sacrifice for us thai wc might
be saved. Fill your mind with this until
your scope of thankfulness grows. "For
it was filling for Him, for whom are all
things, and through whom art: all things,
in bringing many sons to glorYl to per-
fect the author of their salvation through
sufferings."" Hebrews 2: 10. NASV

2, REBEL-If you rebel, you lake
yourself Ollt of God's hands, and away
from the lessons He would have you
Icam. You lose the chance of someday in
the future looking back, tracing the steps
where yOll walked with the Lord, and
saying ··Thank you, Lord. I now sec what
you were trying to do. You have led me
all the way'"



Our hindsight is much better than our
foresight. God can see eternity, and He

puts all things in such perspective. There is no
failure as long as the Lord is leading-no
matter what appearances may be.

Beyond Belief Reviewed
Second Edition. Revised and Enlarged

In Beyond Belief Reviewed author
Kevin Paulson takes a deeper look at
the gospel as portrayed in Jack
Sequeira's book Beyond Belief Cross-
referenced with the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy, this reference work is a
tool for the serious seeker for truth.
It is now available from Hope Inter-

national for $6.00 each.

• 8Y kEVIN PAULSON •
.......

CONCLUSION

Do you not long for Jcsus to comc
soon? 1sure cia. We must get ready, GET
READY, GET READY' There is" work
or preparation for LIS to do. We must gct
ready with a fitness for the Holy Spirit to
work through us to sound the loud tTy to
warn the world. \Vc must gct ready wilh
a fitness which wi1l allow liS to stand in
the time of trouble. And we l11ust gel
ready with a fitness which will enable liS
to live in a sinless eternity.

This is how we should get ready:
"tl" we overcome our ilnd gCI

victory Over the temptations or Satan.
thcn we endure the trial of" our faith,
which is more preciolls than gold, and
arc stronger and better prepared to meet
the next. But if we sink down and give
w,ly to the temptations of Satan. we will
grow weaker and get no reward for the
trial and shall not be so well prepared
for the next one when it comes. In this
way wc would grow weakcr and wcaker,
until wc would be led captive by Satan at
his will. We IllUst have all the whole
armor of God and bl: rc,ldy al any mo-
ment for a connict with the powers of
darkness. When temptations and trials
rllsh in L1pon liS, let 1I,'j go to God and
,lgonize with Him in prayer. Hc will not
turn LIS away empty. but will give liS
grace and strength to overcome, and to
break the power of the enemy. Oh, that
all could sec these things in their tl'UC
light and endure hardness as good sol-
diers of Jesus! Then would Israel move
forward, strong in God, and in the
power of His might." (Emphi:lsis Sup-
plied.) Earlv Wrilin!';s,46. 0

long as the Lord is leading-no m,lttor
what appearances may be. In Ezckit.:.!'s
vision of the wheel:;, the wheels ap-
peared to be spinning in utter confusion,
but the Lord sat enthroned above them;
and His hand was beneath them. The
Lord was in control. He would pull order
and meaning from the chaos. II is the

same with our lives: all cun appear to be
in uller confusion, but as a child of God,
we Can know that He is still in control.

There arc fivc ways we can cat away
at our relationship with Gael: We can
constantly brood over our trials, instead
of being thankful for the good things He
has for us. \Vc ean rebel and com-
pletely take our lives out or His cDntro!.
We can complain i.l bOll I aliI' trials to
others, and make our tri,l1s harder to bear
with each complaint. We can doubt the
Spirit's leading and think He has de-
serted liS. WI.:, Can trust in our own sight,
instead of God's promises, and think
Gael is bringing hurt and failure. By
God's grace, let us not do any of these
things. Let us our eyes on God'::;
promises and blessings, and let nothing
come bctwecn liS and our Saviour.

3. REPEAT TRIALS TO OTH-
ERS-"Goel has shown me lhat' He gave
His people a bitter cup to drink l to purify
and cleanse them. It is a bitter draught,
and they can make it still more bitter by
murmuring, complaining, and repining.
But thoSG who receive it. thus must have
another draught, for the first dOGS not

hay!.:: its designed effeci upon the heart.
And if the second docs nOI effect the
work, then they must have another, and
another, until it c108s have its
efket, or they will be left fihhy. impure
in heart. I saw that this bitter cup can be
sweetened by patience, endurance, and
prayer, and that it will h<IVC its dcsign8d
effect lIpon the hearts of those who thus
receive it, and God will be honored and
glorified." Early WriliJlgs, 47.

4. DOUBT THE SPIRlT'S LEAD-
ING-As long as we have no cherished
sin between ourselves and God, and arc
watching and waiting for His leading, we
C,lI1 be assured that He is leading us, " ..
for he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee." Hebrews 13:5. It
grieves th0 Lord for LIS to doubt
watchcare ovcr us, and it is a sin which
comes between 1I,'j and God.

5. THINK GOD IS TRYING TO DO
US HARM-"We must go through the
fUI11,ICC till the nres have consumed the
dross and we me purified and reflect the
divine image. Those who follow their incli-
nations and are govemed by appearances
arc not good judges of what God is doing.
They arc filled with discontent. They sec
failure where there is indeed triumph, a
great loss where there is gain; and, like
Jacob, they arc to exclaim, 'All these
things arc against mc,' when thc very things
whereoF they complain arc all working to-
gether for their good." Teslilllollies, vol. 3, 67.

6. SEE FAILURE-We can only scc
the prescnt and the past. Our hindsight
much better than our foresight. God can
sec eternity, and He puts all things in
such perspective. There is no failure as
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When drugs are introduced into the
system, they may for a time st:em to have a
beneficial effect. A change may take place,
but the disease is not cured. It will manifest
itself in some other fonn. In nature's efforts
to expel the drug from the system, intense
suffering is sometimes caused the patient.
The disease that the drug was given to eure
may disappear, but only to reappear in a
new form, such as skin diseases, ulcers,
painful diseased joints, and sometimcs in a
more dangerous and deadly form. TIle
liver, heart, and brain are frequently affect-
ed by drugs, and often all these organs arc
burdened with disease; and the unfortunate
subjects, if they live, are invalids for life,
wearily dragging out a miserable exist-
ence. Oh, how much that poisonous drug
cost! If it did not cost the life, it cost quite
too much. Nature has been crippled in all
her efforts. The whole machinery is out of
order, and at a future period in life, when
these fine works, which have been injured,
are to be relied upon to act a more impor-
tant part in union with all the fine works of
nature's machinery, they cannot readily
and strongly perform their labor, and the
whole system feels the lack. These organs,
which should be in a healthy condition, are
enfeebled, and the blood becomes impure.
Nature keeps struggling, and the patient
suffers with different ailments, until there
is a sudden breakdown, and death follows.
More die from the use ofdrugs than would
die from disease, were nature left to do her
own work.

Very many lives have been sacrificed
by physicians' administering drugs for
unknown diseases. They have no real
knowledge of the exact disease that afflicts
the patient. But physicians are expected to
know in a moment what to do; and unless
they act at once as if they understood the
disease perfectly, they are considered by
impatient friends, and by the sick, as
incompetent. Therefore, to gratify errone-
ous opinions of the sick and their friends,
medicine must be administered, experi-
ments and tests tried, to cure the patient of
adisease ofwhich the physician has no real
knowledge. Nature is loaded with poison-
ous drugs, which she cannot expel from the
system. The physicians themselves are
often convinced that death was the result of
their use of powerful medicines for a
disease that did not exist.

WChrist stands before us as the pa tern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for all who should come after."
Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

lutely takes hold to expel the intruder newly
introduced into the system. Nature feels this
double draft upon her resources, and be-
comes enfeebled.

Drugs never cure disease. They only
change its fonn and location. Nature alone is
the effectual restorer, and how much better
can she perform hertask ifleft to herself! But
this privilege is seldom allowed her. If crip-
pled, nature bears up under the load, and
finally accomplishes in ameasure her double
task, and the patient lives, the credit is given
to the physician. But if nature fails in her
effort to expel the poison from the system,
and the patient dies, it is called a wonderful
dispensation of Providence. If the patient had
taken a course to relieve overburdened na-
ture in season, and understandingly used
pure, soft water, this dispensation of drug
mortality might have been wholly averted.
The use of water can accomplish but little, if
the patient does not realize the necessity of
strict attention to his diet.

Many are living in violation of the laws
of health, and are ignorant of the relation
their habits of eating, drinking, and work-
ing sustain to their health. They will not
arouse to their true condition until nature
protests against the abuse she is suffering,
by aches and pains in the system. If, even
then, the sufferers would only begin the
work right, and would resort to the simple
means they have neglected-the use of
water and proper diet-nature would have
just the help that she requires, and which
she ought to have had long before. If this
course is pursued, the patient will general-
ly recover without being debilitated.

The
Medit!At
CD'

by Ellen G. White

Disease and Its Causes
Part 11

M ORE deaths have been caused
by drug-taking than from all
other causes combined. If there

was in the land onc physician in the place
of thousands, a vast amount of premature
mortality would be prevented. Multitudes
of physicians, and multitudes of drugs,
have cursed the inhabitants of the earth,
and have carried thousands and tens of
thousands to untimely graves.
Indulgence in eating too frequently, and

in too large quantities, overtaxes the diges-
tive organs, and produces a feverish state of
tl,e system. The blood becomes impure, and
then diseases of various kinds occur. A
physician is sent for, who prescribes some
drug, which gives present relief, but does
not cure the disease. Itmay change the form
of disease, but the real evil is increased
tenfold. Nature was doing her best to rid the
system of an accumulation of impurities;
and had she been left to herself, aided by the
common blessings of Heaven, such as pure
air and pure water, a speedy and safe cure
would have been effected.

In such cases the sufferers can do for
themselves that which others cannot do as
well for them. They should begin to relieve
nature of the load they have forced upon her.
They should remove the cause by fasting a
short time, and giving the stomach time to
rest. The feverish state of the system should
be reduced by a careful and understanding
application of water. These efforts will help
nature in her struggle to free the system of
impurities. But generally the persons who
suffer pain become impatient. They are not
willing to practice self-denial, and suffer a
little from hunger, neither are they willing to
wait the slow process of nature to build up
the overtaxed energies of the system; but
they are determined to obtain relief at once,
and so take powerful drugs, prescribed by
physicians. Nature was doing her work well,
and would have triumphed; but while ac-
complishing her task, a foreign substance of
a poisonous nature was introduced. What a
mistake! Abused nature has now two evils
to war against instead ofone. She leaves the
work in which she was engaged, and reso-
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Healthful Living

Abundant Health

The Use ofDrugs
in the Care of
the Sick

The pur-
pose ofthis
book is to
present
various
teachings
upon the
subject of
health.
$10.95

Hundreds
of thou-
sands of
people are
sick who
might be
well if they
could learn
how to live.
$11.50

A selected
compila-
tion on the
subject of
drugs-a
good guide
against the
abuses of
their use.
$4.95

THE
USE DRUGS

IN THE
CAnE OF THE SIC'K

J.B. White

Ellen G. White

Ellen G. WhiteRevielV alld Herald, Scptember 5, 12,
1899.

poison may not be immediately perceived,
but it is doing its work in the system,
undermining the constitution, and crip-
pling nature in her efforts. They are seek-
ing to correct an evil, but produce a far
greater one, which is often incurable.
Those who are thus dealt with are con-
stantly sick, and constantly dosing. And
yet, if you listen to their conversation,
you will often hear them praising the
drugs they have been using, and recom-
mending their use to others, because, they
say, they have been benefited by their
use. It would seem that to such as can
reason from cause to effect, the sallow
countenance, the continual complaints of
ailments, and the general prostration of
those who claim to be benefited, would
be sufficient proofs of the health-destroy-
ing influence of drugs. Yet many are so
blinded that they do not see that all the
drugs they have takcn have not cured
them, but made them worse. The drug-
invalid numbers one in the world, but is
generally peevish, irritable, always sick,
lingering out a miserable existence, and
seems to live only to call into constant
exercise the patience of others. Poison-
ous drugs have not killed him outright,
for nature is loath to give up her hold on
life; she is unwilling to cease her strug-
gles. Yet drug-takers are never well.

The endless variety of medicines in
the market, the numerous advertisements
of new drugs and mixtures, all of which,
they say, result in wonderful cures, kill
hundreds where they benefit one. Those
who are sick are not patient. They will
take the various medicines, some of which
arc very powerful, although they know
nothing of the nature of the mixtures. All
the medicines they take only make their
recovery more hopclcss. Yct they keep
dosing, and continue to grow worse until
they die. Some will have medicine at all
events. Then let thcm take these hurtful
mixtures, and the various deadly poisons,
upon their own responsibility. God's ser-
vants should not administer medicines,
which they know will leave behind injuri-
ous effects upon the system, even if they
do relieve present suffering. 0

Physicians are censurable, but they
are not the only ones at fault. The sick
themselves, iflhey would be patient, diet,
and suffer a little, and give nature time to
rally, would recover much sooner without
the lise of any medicine. Nature alone
possesses curative powers. Medicines
have no power to cure, but generally
hinder nature in her efforts. She, after all,
must do the work of restoring. The sick
are in a hurry to get well, and their friends
are impatient. They will have medicine;
and if they do not feel the powerful
innuence upon their systems that their
erroneous views lead them to think they
should feel, they impatiently send for
another physician. The change often in-
creases the evil. They go through a course
of medicine equally as dangerous as the
first, and morc fatal, because the two
treatments do not agree, and the system is
poisoned bcyond rcmcdy.

But many have never experienced the
beneficial effects of water, and arc afraid
to usc one of Heaven's greatest blessings.
Water has been refused to persons suffer-
ing with burning fevers, through fear that
it would injure them. If, in their fevered
state, water had been given them to drink
frcely, and applications had also been
made externally, long days and nights of
suffering would have been saved, and
many precious lives spared. But thou-
sands have died with raging fevers con-
suming them, until thc fuel which fed the
fever was burned up, and the vitals con-
sumed; they have died in the greatest
agony, without being permitted to have
water to allay their buming thirst. Water,
which is allowed a senseless building to
put out the raging clements, is not al-
lowed human beings to put oul the fire
that is consuming the vitals.

Multitudes remain in inexcusable ig-
norance in regard to the laws of their
being. They wonder why the race is so
feeble, and why so many die prematurely.
Is there not a cause? Physicians, who
profess to understand the human organ-
ism, prescribe for their patients, and even
for their own dear children, and their
companions, slow poisons to break up
disease, or to cure some slight indisposi-
tion [minor ailment]. Surely they cannot
rcalize the evil of these things, or they
would nol do thus. The effects of the
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The Evangelism & Revival Department
of Hope International

presents these upcoming meetings:

AUGUST
Rapidan, VA August 5-10

Hartland Institute
State Highway 614

Calistoga, CA August 14-17
Napa Cowlty Fairgrounds

1435 Oak Street
Puyallup, WA August 23

Edgewood Grange Hall
1806 Meridian East

SEpTEMbER
Angelus Oaks, CA September 18-21

Barton Flats Recreation Area
42727 Highway 38

Florida Camp Meeting September 25-28
Call Hope International for more information.

OCTobER
Zanesville, OH October 16-19

Friendly Hills Camp
5880 Friendly Hills Road

Look for our Upcoming Meetings announcements in future
issues. If you need more information, please call Hope Interna-
tional, (360) 832-6602, and ask to speak to someone in the
Evangelism and Revival (E&R) Department.

"Christians should be preparing for what is soon to brea1{
upon the world as an overwhelming surprise, and this
preparation they should ma}{e by diligently studying the
Word of God and striving to comonn th.eir lives to its
precept..,. TIle tl'emendous issues of etenlity demand of us
sometlling besides an inlaginary religion, a l'eligion ofwords
and forms, whel'e trnili. is kept in the outer court. God calls
for a revival and a refonnation. The words of the Bible, and
dle Bible alone, should be heard from the pulpit."

Lift; Him IIp, 157.
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The Idolatry oflmmorality
COl1litltl\:d from 23

solemn testimony upon which the destiny
of the church hangs has been lightly
esteemed, if not entirely clisrcg'1rdecl. Tilis
testimony mllst work deep repentance; all
who truly receive it will obey it and be
purified:' Early Writillgs, 270. Then fol-
lows a description of the latter rain. The
immoral conditions in the church will
give emphasis to the need of the Laodic-
eall message.

A Cleansed Church

Whell the chlln.:h militant becomes
the church triumphant it will have been
cleansed from all pollution and will be
"holy and without blemish:'

..And I looked, and, 10, a Lamb stood
on the mount Sian, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having
his Father'S namc written in their fore·
head::;. And I hearJ a voice from heaven,
as the voicc of many waters, and as the
voice of a great thunder and I heard the
voice of harpers harping with their harps:
and they sung as it were a new song
before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the ciders: ond no mall could
learn that song but the hundred and forty
and four thousand, which were redeemed
from the earth. These arc they which were
not defiled with women; for they arc
virgins. These arc they which follow the
Lamb whithersoever he goctll. These were
redeemed from among men, being the
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. And
in their mouth was found no guile: for
they arc without fault before the throne of
God." Revelation 14: 1-5. "They are as
pure as virgins."' WeYlllol/lh. loy-
al and pun; church is symbolized by a
"virgin" and the individual memhers as
·'virgins."' Sec 2 Corinthians 11 :2; Mat-
thew 25: 1. Dean Alfred believes tlUlt the
language should be taken literally; that
the 144,000 get complete victory over
impurity of mind and body during the
most licentious and immoral ages or all
history. They pass triumphantly through
the antitypc of the Baal-peor experience
of ancient Israel. "They are virgins" in
thnt the)' live chaste lives, both as to
faithfulness to God in their religion, and
as to their pureness from all bodily lewd-
11ess." the Apocalypse, Seiss, vol. 3, 22.
The sealed 144,000 will be pure in both
soul and body, mind and spirit. 0



t() the l -t()r
I write to you in the name of our

Lord Jesus Christ requesting for some
Bible literature.
I was referred to you by a fellow

sister who is also a member of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
I am a baptized member of the SDA.
. My parents are SDAs. In spite of

this, I am not well knowledgeable of
the Bible and I have always fai led to
obtain explanatory literature.
It is my greatest desire to live a

perfect life following the principles of
the Bible and as observed by the Sev-
enth-day Adventist. ..

Yours faithful, SM, Zimbabwe

Brethren, I would like to thank you
for the books you send to me. I started
going through them and they are doing
me good.
Indeed they are not helping me

alone. I am reading with some of my
neighbors and family members plus
friends.... I am sure that going through
these books and God's guidance, we
will have a strong faith.
Please keep us in your prayers as

we do likewise.
Yours faithfully, EK, Africa

Thank you for your ministry.... I
am in the midst of a hungering for the
books of Ellen G. White. I am a mem-
ber of the Masei tribe and I am a
Seventh-day Adventist. May the Lord
bless your ministry.

1.S, Kenya

First and foremost I would like to
convey my sincere thanks and gratitude
to you for the cassettes and books you
seul me. I really appreciated your gift.
May God bless you really. You gave
me somethiug more to be desired than
fine gold, sweeter also than honey and
the honey comb.

I still ueed more books for the nour-
ishment of my soul. God bless you.
Yours in the blessed hope,

WP, ZimbablVe

The president of -- Mission has
given me a copy of Our Finn Founda-
lion . . .. I am a young worker from -
Mission of our church.
I am reading the magazine of Our

Firm Foundation that our president has
given me and I noticed that on the back
page, selections of audio tapes are list-
ed. Please I would like to request some
tapes, which I will mention. We will he
very grateful if you could send us the
audio tapes. We are eager to listen the
tapes.

Yours, --, Asia

Glory and thanks I give to the Al-
mighty God for the kind love you and
your organizat ion have shown to me. In
fael I was deeply touched when I re-
ceived the valuable literatures and the
Bible. More imp0l1antly, I tind the items
to be helpful in my daily Sabbath School
learning books in which reference are
often made to this books.

May our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ increases your anointing of giv-
en to the needy with more days, power
and blessing to do His work.
In a nutshell, my passionate appeal

once again to you and the entire staff of
Hope International is that you remem-
ber me in prayers so Ihat the given
literatures will be put to good use. And
also be a blessing to my soul.
Finally but not the least, may God

richly bless your organization. Wishing
you in advance prosperity in all your
endeavors and long life. Hoping that
you will send me more of your encour-
age literature in Jesus name. Amen!

Yours in Him, EA, GhanCi

I salute you in the name of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ! May His
peace be with you.
Firstly I would like to thank you

very much for your generosity. The
magazines Our Firm Foundation and
some books I have received from you
are really a treasure to me. They have
really helped me spiritually and they
have made me realize how far dead we
are spiritually as a church. It is only
from this magazines that I get Ihe true
Adventist message.
Brethren, it is my prayer that you

will not remove me from your mailing
list and I miss the message.
Lastly I would like to rcquest of a

good King James Version Bible with
margin. . May Almighty God help
you while making the decision of my
request.
I remain yours in Christ's love,

Peter, Kenya

Greetings to you in the name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
I introduce myself as an Adventist

chosen by God from an orthodox Hindu
family. Now I am a mother of a few
months old baby. My family members do
not encourage me to live a Christian life.
I am only blamed by everyone..
Kindly pray for me. Recently I came 10
understand about you and your ministry
through a church member who gave me
some copies of Our Finn Foundation.

Sir, all tl,at I need is to stand finn in my
faith, to behold Christ and 10 bring
up my child in good Oltistian spirit. Just
beeall<;C I have entered into Christianity I
am left alone. Ineed YOlU' prayers and Iwant
to know about Christ more and more. I am
just learning tl,e Bible. Ifyou could send me
some books and magazines which could
encourage me, I will be much to
you. Kindly remember my family members
in yom prayers.

Mrs. L, India

Allgll!';! 1997 Our Firm FOlllldalioli 31



Ellen G. White
Review andHerald Articles

"'J.&eaea now more than ever Gefore"

It now witb a 4,500-word and phrase index at no extra charge.

IfGod's people ever needed the re-
proofs, exhortations, encouragement,
and doctrinal clarifications of the Ellen
G. White articles printed originally in
the Review and Herald, it is in these
closing days of earth's history. The
nearly nineteen hundred Review and
Herald articles written especially for
the remnant people are now available
in a convenient, economical, and easy-
to-read format.

"" ..'.........._....... -",..

lilt!
c71T'HERE are books that are of vital im-
\!.J,portance that are not looked at by our
young people. They are neglected because
they are not so interesting to them as some
lighter reading.
We should advise the young to take hold

of such reading matter as recommends it-
self for the upbuilding of Christian charac-
ter. The most essential points of our faithL ..J

Actual size of text:r-------------,
April 15, 1915

Vol.6 Pg.483

A Message for Our Young
People

Purchase the
entire set
for only

U.S. $99.95

Add U.S. $12.00 for shipping.
See page 3 for sales tax

information.

This Devotional Volumes set comes in three volumes of
te2l..1: with a one-volume Index. It contains all of the E. G.
White materials found in the updated 1992 printing of
the well-known, six-volume fac-
simile set. The special paper-
back binding, which is laminated
and is intended for frequent use,

lies open for easy reading without any cracking or
separation of the pages. Each 8.5 by II-inch volume
has 856 pages-a grand total of over 2,500 pages.

It is the intent of the publishers to encourage God's
people to recapture and retain the inspired messages
and the vision originally directed to our forebears
through the pages ofthe official Seventh-day
Adventist Church paper-the Advent
Review and Sabbath Herald.


